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MaylS,2019 

Kenneth S. Polonsky, M.D. 
Dean Division ofBiological Sciences 
and the Pritzker School of Medicine 

Executive Vice Presidefit for Medical Affairs 
University of Chicago 
5841 S. Maryland Ave., MC I 000 
Chicago, IL 60637 

Dear Dr. Polonsky 

FOR IZXPRESS MAH · 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~ : (301) 496-7163 
ooi.(nik: (30 I ) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A3523-01 [OLA W Case 2I) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your May 8, 2019 letter 
reporting a serious deviation from the provisions of the Guide.for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
(Guide) at the University of Chicago, following up on an initial telephone report on April 29,2019. 
According to the information provided, OLA W understands that the heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HV AC) system failed which caused animal room· temperatures to either drop or rise to levels 
outside of the Guide parameters. Impacted species included nonhuman primates, pigs, rabbits, and rodents. 
The failure occurred during the winter when external temperatures were extremely low. 

The immediate action taken consisted of having animal care staff staying around the clock to provide 
monitor.ing, providing heat with space heaters, performing health checks, providing nesting material for the 
rodents, and moving rabbit cages to a room that maintained appropriate temperature. No deaths occurred 
and none of the animals showed signs of clinical illness. Maintenance staff repaired the HV AC system and 
will work with the animal care staff to identify the parts of the system supporting the animal areas to 
improve the emergency response. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLA W understands that measures have been implemented to 
correct and reduce the likelihood of a recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by 
the institution to comply with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals and 
commends your dedicated staff whose actions appear to have averted a more serious outcome. Thank you 
for keeping OLA W apprised on this matter. 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

(b)(6) 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Robert Gibbens, D.V.M., USDA-APHIS-AC 
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AT THE FOREFRONT 

UChicago 
Medicine& 
Biological 
Sciences 

May 8, 2019 

Brent Morse, D.V.M. 
Director, Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Kenneth S. Polonsky, MD 
Richard T. Crane Distinguished Service Professor 
Dean of tht Division of the Biofogic11/ Scimces 
and tht Pritzker School of Medicine 

Executive ~ce Prtridentfor Medical AjfalN 

Re: Report of Serious Non-Compliance; Assurance Number D 16-00322 (A-3523-0 I) 

Dear Dr. Morse, 

I write to provide the final report of an incident the University of Chicago JACUC determined represented 
a serious deviation from the rovisions of the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. A 
preliminary report from (b) (6) was provided ?Y phone on April 29th

• 

During January 25th-3 l st
, the Chicago land area experienced several days of extreme temperatures 

resulting in outside temperatures as low as -230 for several days. During this temperature extreme, a 
series of unrelated HVAC malfunctions occurred and resulted in various rooms within the animal research 
facilities having temperatures outside of The Guide recommended ranges. Several rodent rooms 
experienced temperature lows between 55.25 - 67.890 and highs between 80.24- 8 l.68 CJ. In the case of 
large animals, one room each of the following species were out of temperature ranges: NHP (low of 
59.2°F), pig (low of60.93°F), and rabbits (low of72.9 1°F and high of 81.25°F). 

Throughout this time, Animal Resources Center (ARC) staff stayed on site and monitored animals in 
shifts to provide thermal support in the form of space heaters and to perform health checks. Nesting 
material present in rodent cages also provided thermoregulatory support. Rabbit cages were relocated to 
another room that maintained temperature within The Guide ranges. There were no animal losses nor did 
the animals show any signs of clinical illness during this period of time. 

Physical Plant identified and resolved the I IV /1.C ma !functions by January 31st, which resolved the 
temperature control issues, with additional nrninte,rnnce performed February 6111 and 25111

• Furthermore, 
ARC is working with Physical Plant to identify HV AC areas critical for animal facilities in order to 
prevent reoccurrence and to enhance the emergency response in the future. 

We trust that the corrective measures taken for this non-compliance incident by the IACUC are 

www.bad .uchfc119o.edu 
prllzker .uchfcego.edu 

5841 S. Maryland Avenue I MC 1000 I Chicago , IL 60637 office I 773-702·3004 fax I 773-702 -1897 polonsky@bsd.uchieago.edu 
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appropriate. If ou require further information, please feel free to Dr. Catherine Reardon•Alulis, lACUC 
Chair, at )(6) or Dr. George Langan, Attending Veterinarian, at,_Cb_H_6) ___ _ 

Cc: Catherine Reardon-Alulis 
George Langan 
IACUC Office· 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [EJ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

) 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 10:10 AM 

)(6) OLAW Division of Compl iance Oversight {NIH/OD) 
Langan, George [BSD] - ARC (glangan@bsd.uchicago .edu); Catherine Reardon Reardon­
Alulis Ph.D. 
RE: Final Report of Serious Deviation: Assurance #016 -00322 (A3523-01) 

Thank you for providing this final report. We will send an officia l response soon. 

Best regards , Brent Morse 

Brent C. Morse , DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal We lfare 
Nationa l Institutes of Health 

Please note that this message and any of its attac hments are intended for the named recipient(s) only and may contain 
confident ial, protected or pr ivileged information that should not be distributed to unauthorized individua ls. If you have 

received this message in error, please contact the sender. 

From: )(6) -------------------Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 9:55 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: Langan, George [BSD] - ARC (glangan@bsd.uchicago.edu) <glangan@bsd.uchicago.edu>; Catherine Reardon 
Reardon-Alulis Ph.D.<reardon@uchicago .edu> 
Subject: Final Report of Serious Deviation: Assurance #D16-00322 (A3523-01) 

Dear Dr. Morse, 

Attach ed please find the final repor t from our Inst itu tional Official of an incident that the University of Chicago IACUC 
had dete rmined to represent a serious deviat ion from the provisions of the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. A 
preliminary report had been provided by phone on April 29th• Thank you . 
Best regards , 

)(6) 

................................................................................. 
(b)(6) 

1 
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Initial Report of Noncompliance 

By:c.t.u...) 

Date: Time: 7: 3 ,-:, 

Nrune of Person reporting: 
Telephone #: (b)(6) Fax#: .__ _______ _ 

Email: 

Name of Institution: 
Assurance number: 

Did incident involve PHS funded activity? --
Funding component: --- -
Was funding component contacted (if necessary): _ _ _ 

What happened? - -
r 

H tf /'C ~. o/V~~ I AJfq_~ ~~ ~ ( I~ 
,~ ¼i-~-.J Jit, cP7°, f~ 11.-0-"--.., >~ ~ 

Spec ies involved: ~~ fl...r'L '7c. ~ ----'.,. .. 
Personnel involved: 1 p 

O 
? 

5 
vM 

Dates and times: 
Animal deaths: 

Projected plan and schedule for correction/prevention (if known): ____ ___ _ _ 
' I 

Ft>< Hr/A:(_ 1 ~~1-{,,,,._~V!AAP'I.A.,•17i1..vtt ,~ ___ ,-4 .f· rt· ''··'-· .. ,:,.,l~;\! 

,(), t.ff?i,'0!...,,v-,,a~ ~) /( , ,_)-~ l (" ,£•-/ ji! f,,_,,.'J~; . ..-,_(. ... ~,-~",- --¥/ 

Projected submission to OLA W of final report from Institutional Official: .{ ,-.e,;tk ') , 1_1 ,;tl.c,, ... ,,.t~t__ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Case# - - -- -
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