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January 28, 2020 

Dr. Theodore F. Taraschi 
Senior Associate Provost for 
Research Conduct and Compliance 
Thomas Jefferson University 
l 020 Locust Street, Cb) C4l 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Dear Dr. Taraschi, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethe5da, Maryland 20817 
~:(301)496-7163 
~: (301) 480-3387 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A3085-01 [OLAW Case IN] 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your January 22, 2020 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the· PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the Thomas Jefferson University following up on an initial November 5, 2019 notification by 
telephone. 

According to the information provided, this Office understands that the Thomas Jefferson University Animal 
Care and Use Committee (ACUC) determined that instance s of noncompliance occurred with respect to : a 
cage of 5 mice found dead by animal care staff on September 10, 2019. It was determined that the O-ring 
holding the sipper tube in place on the bottle-top failed, allowing the sipper tube to be pushed upwards into 
the bottle preventing access to water. It is noted that the project was privately funded. The final report states 
tha~ animal care staff was previously unaware of this defect. Corrective actions included: 

l) Animal care staff being trained to identify this malfunction. 

2) Water bottle inventory was inspected, and new bottle tops were purchased to replace faulty tops , 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLA W understands that the Thomas Jefferson University has 
implemented appropr iate measures to correct and prevent recurrences of these problems and is now 
compliant with provisions of the PHS Policy. We appreciate being informed of these matters and find no 
cause for further action by this Office. 

cc : IACUC Contact 

Sincerely, 

Jacquelyn T . Tubbs, DVM 
Veterinary Medical Officer 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

(b)(6) 
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Jefferson 
Phlladelphla University+ 
Thomas Jefferson University 

Brent Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director, Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laborato ry Animal Welfare (OLAW) 
National Institutes of Health 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Dr. Morse, 

1020 Locust Street 
Alumnt Hall, Suite M-41F 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
T 215·955·3900 
F 215-955-4050 

January 22, 2020 

Thomas Jefferson University, in accordance with Animal Welfare Assurance #Dl6-00051 (A3085-0 l) 
and PHS Policy IV.F.3., provides this incident report regarding Animal Use Protocol #02 142. This 
incident was first re orted to OLAWvia a phone call made on November 5, 2019 by Cb)(6) 

(b)(6) 

The animals involved in this incident were mice. On September I 0, 20 19, during regular room 
maintenance, animal care staff found one cage containing five deceased animals. During the IACUC 
investigation, it was detennined that the 0-ring holding the sipper tube in place on the bottle-top failed, 
allowing the sipper tube to be pushed upwards into the bottle preventing access to water . This defect was 
previously unknown to the animal care staff. The following corrective measures were implemented to 
prevent future occurrences: 

l) Animal care staff were trained to identify this malfunction. 
2) Water bottle inventory was inspected and new bottle tops were purchased to replace faulty tops. 

This project is privately funded. As a result, this incident was not reported to the funding source. 

Thomas Jefferson University is committed to protecting the welfare of animals used in research and 
appreciates the guidance and assistance provided b OLA Win this re ard. Should ou have any questions 
re ardin this re o lease contact Cb) C6J 

Cb) (6) Thank you for your time and consideration . -----------------
Smc~~ ,._ ___ ,O , _____ ..,.._,,_, 

(b)(6) 

Theodore F. Taraschi, Ph .D. 
Senior Associate Provost for Research Conduct and Compliance 
Institutional Official 
Thomas Jefferson University 

HOM E OF SIDNEY KIMMEL M EDICAL COLLEGE 
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. . 
Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [EJ 

From: 
Sent : 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Friday, January 24, 2020 7:23 AM 

(b)(6) 

OLAW Division of Compl iance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
RE: [A3085-01] TJU Final Report - 190910, 190912 

Thank you for these reports, .__ __ (b_ >_<6)_. We w ill send responses soon . 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M . 
Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2020 9:04 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih .gov> ,-- -=--- ...:::.... ______________ ...,..,..,_., 

Cc: Theodo re Taraschi <Theodore .Taraschi@jefferson.edu> ; (b) (6) 
(b)(6) ..._ _________________ ___. _____________ __, 

Subject: [A3085-01) TJU Final Report - 190910, 190912 

Dear Dr. Mor se and the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare, 

On beha lf of Dr. Theodore Taraschi, Institut ional Official, I am writing to provide two final reports for incidents at 
Thomas Jefferson University . Please see attached. The preliminary reports were made on November 5 and November 8, 
2019 respectively . Please don't hesitate to contact us if you have any question s, concerns, or comments. 

Sincerely, 
(b)(6) 

Jefferson 
l'hlLlidc>lphi• u" rvord,y• 
Thomas Jtllerson Unlvtrsl\y 

(b)(6) 

Report Compliance Concerns Anonymously: 1·833-0NE-COOE (663-2633) or Je{ferson.MvComplfanceReporuo,r, 

The information contained in this transmiss ion contains privileged and confidential information. It is int ended only for the use of the person named 
above. lf you are not the intended recipient, you are herel)y notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or duplicatlon of this communication 
is strictly prohibited. If you arc not the intended recipient, please contac t the sender by reply email and dt~stroy all copies of the original message. 

CAUTION: Intended recipients should NOT use email communication for emergent or urgent health care matters . 

1 
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Tubbs, Jai (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: Tubbs, Jai (NIH/ OD) [El 
Sent: 
To: 

Mond ay, January 13, 2020 8:50 AM 
r (b)( ~ 

Subject: Follow up on prelim inary reports for noncompliance 

Good morn ing CbH6) 

I am following up on several open cases from November and one case reported in July 
2019. Please provide an interim or final report or status update on the cases described below. 

Preliminary report received 07/08 / 2019 and interim report received 11/25/2019 . 
Case involved Transverse Aortic Constrict ion surgery using the rat as an animal model that was 
not protocol approved. 

Preliminary reports received 11/05/2019 
Incident involved animal deaths due to dehydration due to defective water bottle/sipper tube. 

Preliminary report received 11/08/2019 
Incident involved animal found dead in a cage due to lack of access to food and water. 

Jacquelyn Tubbs, DVM, DACLAM 
Vete rinary Med ical Officer 
Office of Laboratory Animal We lfare 
National Instit utes of Health 

Please note that this message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recipien t (s) only and may conta in 
confi dent ial, protected or priv ileged informat ion that should not be distr ibuted to unautho rized individuals. If you have 
received this message in erro r, please contact the sender. 
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A 608o~ IN 

Initial Report of Noncompliance 

By: ~ '1 1v\-Jo5 

Date: I I / 05 j ~ D 19 .----- ~ 
Name of Person repo ·nJ 

Time: I a:o<;? Pl'Y) l ~ '. 3 3 PYY\ 

Telephone#: Fax#: ,_ _____ __, 
(b)( 6 

Email: (b)(6) 

Name oflnstitution: fV!Cw,os x;:Ffu.c:,~..-, U,d,v 
Assurance number: zf:) [b ·-00()$1 ( /L3?~S -0 0 

{ 
ff J~ ~o .J-,,..,.,.y r-f(v.# hi"-

Did incident involve PHS funded activity? 2 ~(11 f r1vt'!s.i15c1HoVJ -fL l 1 
? ) 

Funding component: ____ Ylc 11"'j n,.,,,,,..,., ~ 
Was funding component contacted (if necessary): __ _ 

What happened? 
be e\yh o\ Mu\+-i('\..e oivi\""'"'I> dut' +o ~l"h,JIIZ({lo1 • .,,,,, {l)eL"iv~~ o.f o!~-h:.dL,-e-Mfr---< 

b1c::,f/lr,( Slpr;r,t --l.t:::e LJ?.5 h-C'r-"5~-d. :Tc1.,s+lfvl,lc,,,, ft,"'5 ft1k-..... -r, r~1N"v,l-,,./f'\.Je "'"~4J't,l\-?°5, 

lJ t,-k,,. c...,e;,i , .,, 11-.e iat:,ff/-€ 
Species -involved: 5' Vl-\;c-b , ,\ 
Personne l invo lved: ,+Jr, I Hv jy:,n:/~ 5-fd'f pof,s.f:::ly { I JtCc.x.✓ ~ (lpvVCtCUnj e:,; qjw<r,'t" lf-'V~n-f_J 

Dates and times: S-ep/r-1v1 br 
Animal deaths: '-'5 

Projected plan and schedule for correction/prevention (if known): 

PI (I,...., 4-o ouxt\.'\ s-e o 0-._ ""~ ~ fix ~c:r{..-"'" bo H (-e._- tzµ-- fu<\v-- "1:::.--- 1 
I J (->'r'('."'l...lc:Ar,. t/c"'.h~ 

Projected submission to OLA W of final report from Institutional Official : 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Case# - -- -
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