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August 1, 2017 

John Mason, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost and 

Vice President for Research 
Auburn University 

Dsanford Hall 
Auburn University, AL 36849-0001 

Dear Dr. Mason, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 208 l 7 
Telephone: (30 l) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (30 I) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#AJ 152-01 (OLA W Case Z) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your July 19, 2017 letter 
reporting a serious deviation from the provisions of the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 

at Auburn University. According to the information provided, OLA W understands that an exotic lizard 
escaped its outdoor pen. 

The corrective actions consisted of setting baited traps, placing the remaining lizards into secure housing, 
and implanting the animals with radio transmitters to allow tracking in case of future escapes. State and 
federal wildlife oversight agencies were notified about the matter. The lizard was subsequently caught and 
the outdoor pen is being renovated to make it more secure. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLA W understands that measures have been implemented to 
correct and prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the institution to 
comply with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
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