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( ~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEAL TH .,~ 

FOR US l'OSTAI, SBRYICE DELIVERY: 
Office ofLaboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, Mruyland 20892-6910 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

January 29, 2019 

Ms. Coulon 
Associate Vice President for Administration 
LSU Agricultural Center 
CbH4>J.N. Efferson Hall 

110 LSU Union Square 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-0106 

Dear Ms. Coulon, 

1:QB..EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of LaboratOf)' Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~: (301)496-7163 
~ : (301)402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A4564-0l (OLA W Case A) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your January 16, 2019 letter 
reporting an adverse event impacting animals at the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 
Experiment Station, following up on an initial report on November 9, 2018. According to the infonnation 
provided, OLA W understands that a fire occurred in an aquatics facility leading to the deaths of zebrafish, 
tilapia, and several other species of fish. The problem was compounded by a burst water pipe and lack of 
power to the fish tanks which caused mortality due to lack of oxygen. The fire investigator concluded that 
the cause was probably due to equipment failure. 

After personnel were cleared to enter the building, surviving animals were placed in other tanks. The 
building is undergoing renovation and will have updated fire controls and alarms. The Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) found the satellite housing of the relocated animals to be 
appropriate. 

Thank you for informing OLA W about this unfortunate incident and the steps taken by the institution in 
response. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the IA CUC to comply with the PHS Policy on 
Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. Please infonn this Office once the facility has been cleared 
for animal housing and describe in greater detail the alarm systems and how these alert staff to adverse 
environmental conditions . Thank you for keeping OLA W apprised on this matter. 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S ., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 

(b)(6) 

Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Obtained by Rise for Animals. Uploaded 08/28/2020

Retrieved from Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO)



Final Report of LSU AsCenter Aquaculture Research Station Fire 

1. Name of Institution: Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Experiment Station 

2. Assurance Number: A4564-0l or D16-00792 

3. Reporting Requirement: This is not a report of noncompliance or suspension of an activity by the 

IACUC as described under PHS Policy, IV.F.3; however, it is a reportable incident according to 

NOT-OD-05-034 ("conditions that jeopardize the health or well-being of animals, Including 

natural disasters, accidents, and mechanical failures, resulting in actual harm or death to 

animals). 
(b)(6) 4. Preliminary Report: Prelfminary report was submitted 11/9/2018 by -------

(b) < via email to 'olawdco@mail.nih.gov' - a response was received on 11/13/2018 from ----Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M., Deputy Director, OLAW. 

5. Explanation of Incident: On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, the LSU AgCenter Aquaculture 

Research Facility suffered an accidental fire further complicated by a burst water pipe. The 

building was evacuated and the power was off. This building housed alligators and various fish 

species. Turtles were located in an unaffected outer build ing. The incident reports from the 

Baton Rouge and St. George Fire Departments are attached. According to the fire investigator , 

this was an "undetermined accidental fire probably due to equipment failure." It occurred 

sometime overnight when the building was unoccupied, and the smoke was reported as soon as 

someone arrived that morning . Upon arrival, the firemen located one room with extensive 

smoke, water, and fire damage. Personnel were not allowed into the building until the fire 

investigator completed his tasks. This prolonged period of no power caused an increase in 

temperature in the building and a lack of oxygen In the fish tanks. Animals dependent on 

increased oxygen in their housing units did not survive. The building is uninhabitable. As soon as 

the 'all clear' was given, faculty (Pis) and graduate students entered the building and began 

moving animals to other holding tanks on the property. 

a. Species of animals involved: 

i. Zebrafish • Danio rerio (none survived) 

ii. Alligators • Alligator mississfppiensis (all survived) 

iii. Channel catfish - lcta/urus punctatus (all survived) 

iv. Tllapla • Oreochromis nilotlcus (majority died, remainder moved) 

v. Bluegill hybrids • Lepomis macrochlrus with L. cyonellus - (half survived, moved) 

vi. Bluenose shiners - Pteronotropis we/aka (all survived) 

vii. Golden Topminnows- Fundulus chrysotus ( none survived) 

viii. Alligator gar - Atractosteus spatula - survived, moved) 

6. Corrective Actions: The equipment failure could not have been anticipated or prevented. The 

fire was accidental and resulted In the animal deaths. The building Is being renovated and will 

have more up to date fire controls and alarms. Animals are being housed in outlying buildings on 

the station; these new housing areas were inspected by IACUC committee representat ives on 

11/16/2018 and found to be suitable for the species involved. Pis and graduate students are 

monitoring the animals as they were before the fire. The full committee received the 

preliminary report on 11/12/2018 and discussed the situation at the December 2018 meeting . 
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7. Grant/contract number : There are no relevant grants or contracts affected. 

8. Impact on PHS-supported activities: No PHS-supported activities 

9. Compliance with terms and condit ions: Not applicable 

-~ -"esoectn,,eJv submitte.d onJanuant 16. 2019~, 
(b)(6) 

Ann Coulon, AglACUC Institutional Official 

Associate Vice President for Administration 

LSU Agricultura l Center 

acoulon@agcenter .lsu.edu 
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l'DI D Jnc l ch:nt Do ce 

lvnit 
EQ091 Service Unit 91 

!staff ID\Staff Name 

FIOSl Fire Investigator 

!staff ID\SLd(f Name 

FI084 Fire Investigator 

!staff ID\Staff Name 

St . t,P.orq e H re 

08:28:01 

Acti vity 

08:09:18 

Activity 

08:09 :26 

Act ivit y 

Page 

I 18-oooeo,3 I I ooo I 
T"'<tdo c.t ttu.,i,b•r f:x1\0 • ~ire 

anr:out:e 'l'iae Ard•al 'l'iaa Clear:ed ~ilN 

08:28:03 08:49 : 13 10:54:15 

Rank Posit ion Role 

08:46:29 11:04:39 

Rank Position Role 

08:39:47 11 : 0 4: 52 

Rank Position Role 
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I 17040 ILA I ~ L!J I 65 I I I a.-.,;rd'"'l I 2018 18-0008043 000 
ro10 jtat~ lnch h.•l.l Oat<· S\.., tS.O I". l I\Ctdf'nt ,, 1N1fl r r .. , ... ,ur t VaU:•I•----,. 

10nu Rotify Tine Zn:r:oute Time Arrh••l Tille CJ.aared 'Ii.Illa 

AR009 Aerial 9 07:42:47 07:46:02 07:52 :53 11:02:03 

! staff ID\Staff Name AcLivit y Rank Position Role 

CH037 District Chief 37 07:42:47 07:45:57 07:55:59 10:30:50 

!staff ID\Staff Name Activity Rank Position Role 

Cl!604 District Chief 604 07:52:07 07:53:55 08:21:46 10:04:02 

Staff 1D\Staft Name Activity Rank Position Role 

F.:tllergency Respon District Fi District Chi District Chi 

EG015 E:ngine 15 07:20:15 07:21:41 07:27 : 17 11:04:14 

!staff ID\Staff Name Activity Rank Position Role 

EG613 Engine 613 07:52:07 07 :52: 39 07 : 53:15 

Staff 1D\Staff Name Activity Rank Po:.ition Role I 
~ 

EG653 Engine 653 07:53:47 07:53:51 07:56:1'1 

Staff ID\Staff Name Activ ity Rank Position Role 
(b)(6) 
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'1)10 * ~t•ce * :n,hhtn~ O.to * Sl.itt.JO• lnclder.t Nulllber * t.xr-oaure * :..no-.1 

Sta~~ XD\8tatt N-- Oni.t Aotidq- Poaition J\ank Payllcl. 11H llnN Pta 

(b)(ti 

Total Puticipanta: B 'lot:al. l'eraonul Boura: 29.92 

An 'X ' next to the unit denotes driver. 
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [El 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Friday, January 18, 2019 6:34 AM 
Coulon, Ann 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD ) 
RE: Reportable Incident 

Thank you for this report, Ms. Coulon. We will send a response soon. 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 

Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: Coulon, Ann <ACoulon@agcenter.lsu.edu> 

Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2019 3:13 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <o lawdco@od.nih.gov> 

Cc: Elzer, Philip H. <PElzer@agcenter .lsu.edu>; (b)(6) 

Subject: Reportable Incident -----------------
Dear Director, Division of Compliance Oversight, OLAW 

The LSU AgCenter Experiment Station, in accordance with Assurance A4564-01 or D16-00792 and PHS Policy IV.F.3., 

provides this final report regarding an accidental fire at the Aquaculture Research Stat ion. Notice of this reportable 

incident was first sent to your office as a preliminary report on November 9, 2018. The final report as well as the two 

responding fire department reports are attached. This was not a case of noncompliance but an accident resulting in the 
death of some fish species housed in the facility. 

Should additional information be requ ired, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your time and 

consideration in this matter. 

Ann Coulon 

Associate Vice President for Administration 

LSU Agricultural Center 
[ CbH4~ . N. Efferson Hall 

110 LSU Union Square 

Baton Roug~ LA 70803-0106 
Phone (b) (6) Mobile ---- (b=)~(6)= 

Fax (b)(6) acou lon@agcenter .lsu.edu 

CONFIDENTIALITY MESSAGE. Note: This e-mail contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL Information Intended only for the use of the specific 
Individual or entity named above. If you or your employer Is not the Intended recipient of this e-mail or an employee or agent responsible for 
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If 
you hove received this transmission in effor, please Immediately delete the message. Thank you. 
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• Name and contact information of person reporting 
o Ann Coulon, Institutional Official 
o Associate Vice President for Administration 
o LSU Agricultural Center 
o (bH 4>J. N . Efferson Hall 
o Baton Rouge, LA 70803-010_6 __ --~ 
o Phone (b) (6l Mobile (b) (6) 

o Fax (b)(6) acoulon@agcenter .lsu.edu -----
• Name of institution 

o Louisiana State University Agr icultural Center Experiment Station 
• Assurance number 

o 4564-01 or 016-00792 

I{ 4Su;4-· A 

• Funding component and if contacted (for situat ions related to PHS-supported 
activities) 

o NO PHS-supported activities 
• Brief description of incident (e.g., species, category of personnel involved, dates, 

times, animal deaths) 
o On Tuesday , November 6, 2018, the AgCenter Aquaculture Research Facility 

suffered an accidental f ire further complicated by a burst water pipe. The building 
was evacuated and power shut off. This building houses alligators and various 
fish species. Turtles were located in an unaffected outer building . As soon as the 
'all clear' was given, faculty (Pis) and graduate students entered the building and 
began moving animals to other holding tanks on the property . Due to loss of 
power, tanks suffered from a lack of oxygen and fish died. The build ing is 
uninhabitable. Exact numbers and species are being tabulated. 

• No alligators were lost 
• All zebrafish died due to the power loss to their aquat ic life support 

housing unit 
• All surviving fish (catfish, tilapia, bluegill hybrids, etc) were moved to outer 

buildings. 
• Plan and schedule for correction and prevention (if known) 

o Still being formulated . Offices and labs will need to be temporarily relocated. 
• Timeframe for final report from the Institutional Official 

· o To be determined . 
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Office of Vice President for Agriculture 

IO I J. Norm:in Effe11on Hall 
110 LSU Union Square 

Bacon Rouge, LA 70803-0 I 06 
(22SJ 578.-4161 

FAX: (225) 578-~ f ◄ 3 

February 8, 2018 

(b)(6) 

Development 
(225) 578-7360 

FAX: (225) 578--1 I ◄3 

Governmental Relations 
(225) S78-◄967 

FAX: (225) .579-4 l ◄J 

Accounting Services 
I OJ J. Norman Efferson Hall 

I I a LSU Union Square 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-0 I 06 

(225)578..-4648 
FAX: (215) 578-0735 

FROM: (b)(6) 
Ag Leader·$hlp 
I 06 Knapp Hall 

110 LSU Union Squm, 
&ton Rouge. LA 70803-0 I 06 

(l2S) S78 -3659 
FAX: (225) S78-5805 

TO: Ms. Ann Coulon 
Associate Vice President for Administration 

RE: Institutional Official Authority for Animal Care 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the Louisiana State University Agricultural 
Cente r (LSU AgCenter) , it is my responsibility to ensure compliance in a 
number of areas including the appropr iate care and use of animals in 
research, teaching, and extension . According to policy established in 1992, 
the LSU AgCenter complies fully with the Animal Welfare Act of 1966 , as 
amended in 1990 to include farm animals, and with the Health Research 
Extens ion Act of 1985. We have an active Institutional An ima l Care and Use 
Committee (IACUC) composed of agricultural research scientists , 
veterinarians, and local community residents. 

As Associate Vice President for Administrat ion, I am hereby delegating to 
you the responsibility of lnstitu1ional Official for anima l care together with 
the authority to ove rsee compliance issues and to appoint members to the 
IACUC. This appointment became effective January 1, 2018. 

cc: Phil Elzer 

Communications 
128 Knapp Hall 

110 LSU UnioA Square 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803,0 I 06 

(225-578,2163 
FAX: (225) 578-~52◄ 

Facllitles Planning 
210 ]. Norman Efferso11 Hall 

110 L.SU Union Square 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-0106 

(225) 578-8731 
FAX: (225) S78-7351 

Human Resource Management 
and Dlve.-slty 

103 J. Norman Efftrson Hall 
110 LSU Union Square 

Baton Rouge, lA 7080)..Q I 06 
(215) 578-l2S8 

FAX: (225) S78-828i 

lfllom,ation Technology 
118 Knipp Hall 

110 LSU Union Square 
8.iton Rouge. LA 70803-0106 

(225) 578-<4020 
FAX: (215) 578-3629 

lntemadonal Programs 
160-C Hatcher Hall 

I I O I.SU Union Square 
LSU Bo~ I 6090 

Baton Rouge, LA 70803-0106 
(225) 578-6,63 

fAX;(22S) S78-6775 

Stl<lmored Prog~ms and 
lm.ellecw~I Proporcy 

I 04 J. Norman Effurson Hali 
110 LSU Union Square 

B>ton Rouge, LA 70803 ,0 I 06 
(125) 578,60)0 

For the late!t research-based information on just about anything. visit our website: www.LSUAgCente.r.com 
The LSU Agriculwr:il Center h a statewide campus of tho LSU System ,nd provides equ,1 opportunities in prOfr.\.Mt and employment. Obtained by Rise for Animals. Uploaded 08/28/2020
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) IEJ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Tuesday, November 13, 2018 6:54 AM 

I Cb><~ 
OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
RE: OLAW preliminary report of accidental fire at an animal faci lity - D16-00792 

Thank you for th is report , Cb) (6) We will start a new case file and look forward to receiving t he final report from 

the 10 after the IACUC has completed its invest igati on. 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Friday, November 09, 2018 2:09 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD} <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: Coulon, Ann <ACoulon@agcenter.lsu.edu>; Elzer, Philip H. <PElzer@agcenter.lsu.edu> 
Subject: OLAW preliminary report of accidental fire at an animal facil ity - D16-00792 

DearOLAW 

I am the secretary of the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Experiment Station IACUC, OLAW assurance# 
D16-00792. Our 10 and our IACUC chair are unavailable due to illness or travel, respective ly. We have a new 10 since 

our annua l report was sent in last January; I attached her appointment. 

We suffered a fire at an animal facility on Tuesday, November 6. I have attached the prelim inary report as described in 

NOT-OD-05-034. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need more information at th is time. Thank you. Sue 

(b)(6) 
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