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THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TENNESSEE 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research 
910 Madison Avenue. Suite 608 
Memphis , TN 38163 
T {901) 446- 7125 
F (901) 448-7133 

February 24, 2020 

USDA Animal Care 
2150 Centre Avenue, Building B 
Mail Stop #3Wl l 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 -8117 

Re: Customer ID: 841, Cert ificate: 63-R-0107 

Dear Appeals Team: 

In response to the annual inspection conducted on February 12, 2020, the University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center would like to f ile an official appeal of the report. 
Upon reading the report more closely and discussing it further with the IACUC Chair and 
Vice Chair, we have concerns with the following statements , regarding veterinary 
autho rity , particularly the parts that are underlined for emphasis: 

The resea rch facility did not assure that the attend ing vete rinarian had appropriate 
authority to ensure the provision of adequate veterinary care for multipl e piglets studied 

under Protocol 18-021.0 Version 4. 

The research foGility shall assure tha t the atten ding veterinar ian hos authority to ensure 
the provision of adequate veterinary care for animal s in the protoc ol fn order to minimize 
pain and distress and to improve health for the research animals 

As cur rently stat ed above, the submitted report suggested that the Attending 
Vet erinarian at UTHSC did not have t he authority to provide adequate vet erinary care 
(i.e., euthanasia in this case). This, indeed, is not the situation . As outlined in both our 
PHS Assurance and AAALAC program description the Attending Veterinar ian, as well as 
all other veterinari ans within the Laborat ory Animal Care Unit , have the progr ammatic 
and regulatory authority to t reat and/or euthani ze any animal1 as th ey deem medically 
necessary. Rather, what occurr ed in th e Buddington case is th at the pr incipal 
investi gator did not follo ~ equest to eut hanize a piglet . In thi s regard, -
should have insist ed upon her request or euthanized the animal herself (unde r her 
authority to do so), imm ediately. As such, we suggest that th e event surro unding the 
Buddington noncomplianc e case did not reflect a lack of veterinary autho rity (as noted 
in the report) , but rather a failure 0f one of our veterinari ans t o exercise t heir autho rity. 
We take full responsibility for thi s failure and have cor rected the probl em. 
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Therefore, given the above, we would like to appeal t he existing report and request that 
the amended language more accurate ly reflect the actual deficiency, namely, a failure to 
exercise veterinary authority. 

Copied: 
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