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June 22, 201 7 

Dr. Kelly Rusch 
Vice President for Research, 

and Creative Activity 
North Dakota State University 
1735 NDSU Research Park Drive 
Fargo, ND 58105-5756 

Dear Dr. Rusch, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Telephone: (301) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3244-0l (OLA W Case J) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your June 21, 2017 letter 
reporting the suspension of an animal activity at North Dakota State University. According to the 

information provided, OLA W understands that the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
(IACUC) took this action after determining 12 bats died during hibernation because the temperature of 

their chamber had been changed. The investigator failed to submit the carcasses to the Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL) and did not notify the IACUC or Attending Veterinarian (AV). 

The corrective actions consisted of the IA CUC suspending all captive bat protocols, directing the 
investigator to provide standard operating procedures (SOP) for bat husbandry and hibernation, and to 
identify a faculty member to oversee the protocol during the investigator's absence. The SOPs were 
submitted, the suspension was lifted, the bat research will be monitored by the IACUC and AV, and the 
IACUC will develop an SOP stating that animals which die unexpectedly must be submitted to the VDL 
for necropsy. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLAW understands that measures have been implemented to 

correct and prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the IACUC to 
comply with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 
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Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 

Robert Gibbens, D.V.M., Western Regional Director USDA-APHIS-AC 
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