
MEMORANDUM 

To: 

Institutional Official 

From: 

Date: 10/22/2020 

Subject: Semi-Annual Repo1t of Inspection of UNL V Animal Facilities and Review of the UNL V 
Laborato1y Animal Care and Use Program for Oct 2020. 

As required by the Federal Animal Welfare Act and Public Health Se1vice Policy on the Humane 
Care and Use of Laborato1y Animals, fo1warded herewith is a copy of the subject repoit for your 
inf 01mation. 

, D.V.M., Ph.D., ACLAM 

cc: -
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This document is for  review as Institutional Official for the UNLV Animal Care 
and Use program.  Please acknowledge that you have received this document by signing below. 
Please return this page only to  at .  Thank you. 
 
 
I have received the Semi-Annual Inspection of Animal Facilities and Review of the University's 
Animal Care and Use Program for Oct 2020. 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________ 
Name       Date 
 
 

-
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University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 Semi-Annual Inspection of Animal Facilities and 
 Review of the University's Animal Care and Use Program 
 Oct 2020 
 
  I.  General 
 

A. For the record, all members of the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee were 
notified by email, dated Oct 1, 2020 of the schedule for the semi-annual inspections. 

 
 II.  Animal Care and Use Program 
 

A. All aspects of the University's Animal Care and Use Program are in compliance with 
the provisions of the Federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and the Public Health 
Service's (PHS) Policy on the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (PHS Policy). 

   
B. Reports of semiannual program reviews and facility inspections, including minority 

views have been faithfully submitted in a timely manner to the Institutional Official. 
 

C. Required annual reports have been faithfully submitted in a timely manner to the 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare and the USDA. 

 
D. Records of IACUC meetings and semiannual reports are being maintained for at least 

three years. 
 

E. The IACUC review of activities involving animals includes all the required 
information and review documentation is being maintained for 3 years after the end of 
each study. 

 
F. Adequate veterinary care is being provided. 

 
a. Dr.  provides adequate guidance to investigators on handling, 

immobilization, sedation, analgesia, anesthesia, and euthanasia. 
 
b. Dr.  provides adequate guidance and oversight to investigators on 

surgery and postsurgical care. 
 

c. Euthanasia is being performed in compliance with the current AVMA Guide 
on Euthanasia (unless otherwise approved by the IACUC). 

 
d. UNLV has given Dr. , as the attending veterinarian, the authority to 

oversee all aspects of animal care and use. 
 

 
G. UNLV provides a training program for professional/management/supervisory/and 

animal care personnel as well as investigators and their staff.  Regular training 
seminars are provided that cover: 

 
a. Humane practices of animal care (housing, husbandry, and handling). 
 

--
-

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/02/2021



4 

b. Humane practices of animal use (research procedures, anesthesia, pre and 
post-operative care). 

 
c. Methods for minimizing the number necessary to achieve valid results. 

 
d. Methods for minimizing pain and distress. 

 
e. Safe and proper use of hazardous agents and OSHA standards. 

 
f. How to report concerns regarding animal research to the appropriate 
authorities. 

 
H. The following are areas of the program of animal care and use from the Apr 2020 

Semi-Annual Report identified for improvement and modification by the IACUC and 
their resolution: 
 

a.  No recommendations in Apr 2020. 
 
 

I. Major and minor deficiencies noted during the inspection of facilities and identified in 
the Apr 2019 Semi-Annual Report were corrected by the deadline given unless 
otherwise noted below: 
 

a. Major deficiencies not corrected and reason: none, all corrections made prior to 
deadlines given. 

b. Minor deficiencies not corrected and reason: none, all corrections made prior 
to deadlines given. 

   
J. The IACUC reviewed the UNLV animal care and use program on Oct 15, 2020. The 

program was found to be acceptable with the following recommendations: 
 

a. No recommendations 
 

 
    

 III.  Animal Facility - Inspected Oct 15, 2020 
 

A. IACUC Participants:   
 
B. Facility Participants:   

 
C. Animal Status: All animals in the facility were observed to be in cages, 

aquaria, or terraria appropriate for the species and which meet or exceed legal 
size requirements.  In addition, all animals appeared to be in excellent health.   

 
D. Facility Status:  Corridors, door, windows, floors, and ceilings are clean.  

Temperature, humidity, ventilation, illumination, and noise control in animal 
rooms are acceptable.   

 

--- --
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Except as noted below, the facility was in full compliance with applicable provisions of 
the AW A and PHS Policy: 

1. Major Deficiencies: None 

2 . Minor Deficiencies: 

a. ~- th · · · ds b h d 1. Anes esia ctrclllt nee a etter waste gas capture met o . 
Conect by Nov 30, 2020 

b. Rm■ 
i. PI needs a one page summruy sheet for all procedures 

approved in protocol in addition to the protocol fo1m that is 
hanging in the room. Conect by Nov 30, 2020 

c. ~- . . . th fil b 1. Vacuum 1s mISsmg e HEPA ter. Conect yNov 30, 
2020 

d. ~-Food bin left open by research staff. Send email reminder to 
to Pis about closing the food bin by Nov 30, 2020. 

e. Rm■ 
i. Tbis room is not in use; PI needs to clean out expired 

materials before next group of animals moves in. 

f. Rm■ 
i. Unsheathed needle lying inside cabinet, it was immediately 

discarded. 

g. Rm■ 
i. Chair is no longer sanitizable. Remove by Nov 30, 2020 

h. Rm■ 
i. White shipping crates need to be covered after cleaning 

while in storage. Re-clean and cover by Nov 30, 2020 

1. Rm■ 
i. PI has extra cage bottoms on shelf but they ru·e not covered. 

Conect by Nov 30, 2020 

J. ~- h . db d . 1. Worn out c air and car oar maze located m room ru·e not 
sanitizable. Remove by Nov 30, 2020 

11. Tuppe1ware containers with unknown contents not labeled 
with the contents of the container . All containers should be 
labeled with contents and expiration date. Conect by Nov 
30,2020 

k. Autoclave 
1. I log missing for Aug, Conect by Nov 30, 2020 

Unless othe1wise specified above, deficiencies must be c01Tected by 
next semi-annual. 

E. Procedures Status: 
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1. Frequency of bedding changes, cleaning and disinfection, and 
monitoring of cages is adequate. 

2. Adequate access to feed and water is being provided. 
3. Feed is being stored in sealed containers, with monitoring of expiration 

dates and rotation of stocks. 
4. Procedures are in place for proper collection, storage and disposal of 

waste, hazardous waste, and animal carcasses. 
5. Adequate provisions have been established for emergency, weekend, 

and holiday care. 
6. Procedures for animal identification are adequate. 
7. Proper storage procedures are followed for food and bedding, supplies, 

chugs and biologics, wastes, hazardous materials, and carcasses. 

Except as noted, all procedures in use in the facility meet or exceed applicable provisions 
of the Federal Animal Welfare Act (AW A) and Public Health Se1vice~ cy, 
specifically husbanchy and veterina1y procedures were reviewed with- and 
were considered to be compliant with contemporaiy standai·ds and IACUC approvals. 

IV. -Laboratories - fuspected Oct 15, 2020 

Except as noted below Investigator labs i were inspected and found 
to be in compliance with applicable standards and IACUC approvals. 

A. Aquatic Lab---

B. 

IACUC Pa1i icipants : 
Facility Pa1i icipants : 

1. Major Deficiencies: None 

2. Minor Deficiencies: 
a. None 

Deficiencies must be conected by next semi-annual. 

Lab fuspected Oct 29, 2020 

IACUC Pa1i icipants : .. 
Facility Pa1i icipants : 

1. Major Deficiencies: None 
2. Minor Deficiencies: None 

C. - Lab,_ Not inspected, not in use. 

IACUC Pa1i icipants : 
Facility Pa1i icipants : 

1. Major Deficiencies: Not inspected, not in use 
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2. Minor Deficiencies: Not inspected, not in use 

D. ■ Lab,_ , Not inspected, not in use. 

IACUC Pa1i icipants: 
Facility Pa1i icipants: 

1. Major Deficiencies: Not inspected, not in use 
2. Minor Deficiencies: Not inspected, not in use 

V. Depaiiures from the Guide 

The following departures from the Guide have been reviewed and approved by the IACUC: 

A. Exception: Lack of humidification control in existing HV AC system in-animal 
facility. 
Justification: Temperature and humidity is monitored daily. No adverse health or reseai·ch 
conditions have been found at the cage level. If such issues arise, IACUC will 
investigate installation of a humidification system. 
Approved: IACUC meeting July 17, 2008. 

a. Humidity was measured inside rodent cages as a metric for evaluating the 
necessity or the exception of a facility wide hmnidification system. Hmnidity 
measurements from inside the cage were 26-46%. 

C. Exception: Exchange rate of air in e-chamber is below the recommendation. 
Justification: Species housed in the chambers are not affected by a lower air exchange 
rate as they do not defecate or urinate significantly during to1por. HEPA filters with 
cai·bon prefilters have been installed to maintain air quality. Ammonia levels ai·e 
monitored by PI. 
Approved: Rl 112-282- on 3/12/13 

D. Exception: The temperature in thee-chamber required for hibernation, is outside of the 
n01mal range for housing animals. 
Justification: Lower temperatures ai·e required for hibernation. 
Approved: R701-0502-168- on 5/27/2011. Rll 12-282- on 3/12/13 

E. Exception: Euthanasia of hibernators by decapitation or cervical dislocation without 
anesthesia while in to1por. 
Justification: Low respirato1y and heaii rates during to1por means that drng 
administration or CO2 asph~ ineffective. 
Approved: R701-0502-168- on 5/27/2011. Rl 112-282- on 3/12/13 
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F. Exception: Cages in e-chambers are not changed on a regular schedule while animals are 
in torpor.  
Justification: This exception applies only while animals are in torpor.  Changing cages 
would actually be detrimental to the animals as it would induce arousals from torpor.  
While in torpor the cages are not changed or sanitized during the entire duration of 
torpor. 
Approved: R1112-282  on 3/12/13 
 

G. Exception: Food may be removed from animal cages just prior to and during torpor.  
Justification: Hibernators normally spontaneously become anorexic, but on occasion 
torpor needs to be induced using food withdrawal.   
R1112-282  on 3/12/13 
 
 

H. Exception: Lighting, Hibernators may be housed in the dark to simulate hibernation in 
burrows.  Justification: This light cycle mimics the natural environment during 
hibernation. 
Approved: R1112-282  on 3/12/13 
 

I. Exception: Hand/manually disinfecting aquatic tanks when not sanitized in cage washer.  
Justification: The cage washer may leave trace amounts of detergents on the cages as the 
internal sump can not be completely drained. Appropriate hand washing and disinfection 
with proper rinsing and drying is adequate for aquatic tanks. Adequecy of sanitation 
procedures will be periodically monitored. 
Approved: IACUC Meeting 4/18/13 
 

J. Exception:  under protocol 287, are housed in an e-chamber. The e-chamber does 
not meet the guidelines for ventilation and temperature range.  
Justification: The e-chamber is necessary to control precise temperatures for the study 
which compares chytrid susceptibility at 22C and 28C. 
 

K. Exception: Lids and feeders in ventilated cages are changed out every two weeks. 
Justification: There are no signs of dust or changes in ventilation perfomance to indicate 
more frequent changing is needed. 
Approved: IACUC Meeting 4/21/16. 
 

L. Exception: Ventilated cage bottoms and bedding are changed out every two weeks. 
Justification: Ammonia levels were measured in a cage with  over a 14 
day period.  Ammonia levels on day 14 were ~6-7 ppm, bedding and nesting materials 
were in acceptable condition. 
Approved: IACUC Meeting 5/18/17. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-
-

-

-
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Rep01t prepared by: 

Rep01t adopted by the fustitutional Animal Cru·e and Use Committee at its meeting 
on Nov 19, 2020. 
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University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Semi-Annual Inspection of Animal Facilities and Review 

of the University's Animal Care and Use Program 
Oct 2020 

 
                                                          A Minority 
                                                          Report is 
  Concurrence                                       Appended 
 
  ___ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  ____________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
         
 
   _______ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _______ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  __________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _________ _____________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _________ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
   
 
  _______ ______________   ___ No   ___ Yes 
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