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VIII. Membership of the IACUC 

 

Date:  April 1, 2019 

Name of Institution:   The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley   

Assurance Number:   A-4730-01 

IACUC Chairperson 

Name*: Dr. Christopher Vitek  

Title*:  Associate Professor, Biology Degree/Credentials*: Ph.D., Scientist 

Address*: (street, city, state, zip code) 

 

1201 West University Blvd 

Brownsville, TX 78520 

 

E-mail*: Christopher.vitek@utrgv.edu  

Phone*: Fax*: N/A 

IACUC Roster 

Name of Member/ 

Code** 
Degree/ Credentials Position Title*** 

PHS Policy Membership 

Requirements**** 

Dr. Christopher 

Vitek 
Ph.D.  

Associate 

Professor, 

Biology, Chair of 

the IACUC 

Scientist 

Dr. Sander 

Hacker 
VDM Veterinarian Veterinarian 

Scientist 

Alternate Veterinarian 

(non-voting if the AV is 

present at convened 

meeting, voting if the AV 

is not present at 

convened meeting) 

*Ms. Cordelia 

Rasa 

Master of Science, 

SRS, RLATG, CMAR 

Director- 

Laboratory 

Animal Resources 

Ex-officio Member,  

Voting member 

Scientist 

Scientist 

Non-Scientist 

(administration), Non-

Affiliated 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Ex-officio Member,  

Non-voting member 

Ex-officio Member,  

Non-voting member 

Ex-officio Member, 

Non-voting member 

 

Non-Scientist, Non-

Affiliated 

 

Scientist 

Ex-officio Member, 

Non-voting member 

 
* This information is mandatory. 

** Names of members, other than the chairperson and veterinarian, may be represented by a 

number or symbol in this submission to OLAW. Sufficient information to determine that all 

appointees are appropriately qualified must be provided and the identity of each member must 

be readily ascertainable by the institution and available to authorized OLAW or other PHS 

representatives upon request.  
*** List specific position titles for all members, including nonaffiliated (e.g., banker, teacher, 

volunteer fireman; not “community member” or “retired”). 

**** PHS Policy Membership Requirements: 

Veterinarian  Veterinarian with training or experience in laboratory animal science and 

medicine or in the use of the species at the institution, who has direct or 

delegated program authority and responsibility for activities involving animals 

at the institution. 

Scientist  practicing scientist experienced in research involving animals. 

Nonscientist member whose primary concerns are in a nonscientific area (e.g., ethicist, 

lawyer, member of the clergy). 

Nonaffiliated individual who is not affiliated with the institution in any way other than as a 

member of the IACUC, and is not a member of the immediate family of a 

person who is affiliated with the institution. This member is expected to 

represent general community interests in the proper care and use of animals 

and should not be a laboratory animal user. A consulting veterinarian may 

not be considered nonaffiliated. 

[Note: all members must be appointed by the CEO (or individual with specific written delegation 

to appoint members) and must be voting members. Non-voting members and alternate members 
must be so identified.] 

 

(b) (6)

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/03/2021



Domestic Assurance v1/6/2012 22 

X. Facility and Species Inventory  

 

Date:  April 1, 2019 

Name of Institution:    The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley  

Assurance Number:   A-4730-01 

Laboratory, Unit, or 

Building* 

Gross Square 

Feet [include 

service areas] 

Species Housed [use common 

names, e.g., mouse, rat, 

rhesus, baboon, zebrafish, 

African clawed frog] 

Approximate 

Average Daily 

Inventory 

333 SF Monodelphis Opossums 700 

204 SF Monodelphis Opossums 400 

204 SF Mice 87 

234 SF Goldfish 70 

204 SF Mice 64 

204 SF Rats 36 

   

181 SF Snakes 40 

  Turtles 5 

  Lizard 1 

584 SF Snapping Turtle 1 

 Pond Turtles 3 

 Mud/Musk Turtle 1 

129 SF Tilapia 4 

156 SF Zebra Fish 10 

   

3168 SF Grey Triggerfish 1 

 White Grunt 2 

 Pinfish 4 

 Spotted Scorpionfish 4 

 Oyster Toadfish 3 

 Jeweled Moray 1 

 Purple Sea Urchin 6 

 Horse Conch 2 

 Thinstripe Hermit Crab 22 

 Channel Catfish 1 

 Sheepshead 1 

 Lookdown 1 

 White Grunt 2 

(b) (4)
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 Lane Snapper 1 

 Fringed Filefish 1 

 Sea Cucumber 1 

 Grey Sea Star 2 

 Mantis Shrimp 1 

 Cross-Barred Venus 2 

 Hairy Blenny 3 

 
Green/Striped Sea 

Cucumber 
3 

 Grey/Mangrove Snapper 1 

 Giant Eastern Murex 1 

 Lightning Whelk 1 

 Gulf Stone Crab 1 

 Sea Squirt 1 

 Brittle Star 2 

 Bigeye Searobin 1 

 Tricolor Anemone 1 

 
*Institutions may identify animal areas (buildings/rooms) by a number or symbol in this submission 

to OLAW. However, the name and location must be provided to OLAW upon request. 

 
 

(b) (4)
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Memorandum to: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Dr. Parwinder Grewal 

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 

Semiannual Report of the Program Review and Facility Inspection 

May2019 

This report summarizes the IACUC's results of its most recent program review and facility inspection, 
as required by the Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
(Policy), Section IV.B.1.-3., the Gulde for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide), and the 
Animal Welfare Act (AWA) regulations, as applicable. Submission of semiannual reports to the 
Institutional Official is a condition of this institution's Animal Welfare Assurance with the NIH Office of 
Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW). 

Since the last review, the following changes have occurred in the institution's 
program for animal care and use (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.): [optional] 

---------- --------- -~ -- -
A new Assurance was sent to OLAW for review and approval. 

I. Description of the Nature and Extent of the Institution's Adherence to the PHS 
Policy, the Guide, and the AWA 

Departures from the PHS Policy, the Guide, and the AWA. 
Select A or B: 
[ x] A. There were no departures during this reporting period. 
[ ] B. The following departures have been reviewed and approved by the IACUC: [include 

reason for each departure] · 

l_ --

II. Deficiencies in the Institution's Animal Care and Use Program 

Animal care and Use Program Review Date(s): May 7, 2019 
Select A or B: 
[ x] A. There were no deficiencies in the program during this reporting period. 
[ ] B. The following deficiencies have been identified: [describe each deficiency, identify 

each deficiency as either minor or significant, and provide a reasonable and specific 
plan and schedule for the correction of each deficiency, deficiencies may be recorded on 
a separate table and attached, the last page of OLAW's Sample Semiannual Program 
Review and Facility Inseection.£hecklistJJ.rovides a sar.J!P._/e table] ________ _ 

Semiannual Report v6/25/2013 1 
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UI. Deficiencies in the Institution's Animal Facility 

Animal Facility Inspection Date(s): May 8, 2019 
Select A or B: 
[ ] A. There were no defidencres in the animal facility during this reporting period. 
[ x] B. The following deficiencies have been identified: [describe each deficiency, identify 

each deficiency as either minor or significant, and provide a reasonable and specific 
plan and schedule for the correction of each deficiency, deficiencies may be recorded on 
a separate table and attached, the last page of OLAW's Sample Semiannual Program 
Review and Facilit Ins ection CheckUst rovides a sam le table 

i See list attached. 
r 

IV. Minority Views 

Select A or B: 
[x] A. No minority views were submitted or expressed. 
[ ] B. The following minority views were expressed: [insert minority views here or attach] 

l 

V. Status of AAALAC Accreditation [identify accredited facilities, if applicable] 

! N/A 

VI. Signatures [signatures of a majority of the IACUC members required by AWAR 
(§2.31,c,3), if applicable] 

Names of IACUC Members 

Dr. Christopher Vitek 

Dr. Sander Hacker 

Dr. Richard Costello 

Ms. Cordelia Rasa 

Semiannual Report 

_ Sionatures 

(b) (<>, 

(b)(6) 

v6/25/20l3 

l 
I 

2 
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Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date:  May 8, 2019 
Members in Attendance: All Sites:  Dr. Torres, Dr. Reyna, Ms. Depeault, Dr. Hacker, Ms. Rasa, Dr. Vitek,  
 Edinburg site only:  Dr. Costello and Dr. Banu               Brownsville and SPI sites only: Dr. Srinivasa 

 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Needs informational sign inside the cage wash to 
indicate the deactivation cable location and function “Pull Here 
to Stop Machine” sign 
Correction:  Post Sign or Buy Stickers 

 
Laboratory 

Animal 
Resources 

 
June 30, 2019 

Sign was 
hung but 
fell.  Stickers 
ordered. May 
2019 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Internal “Push Here to Open” sign is missing from 
cage washer door on dirty side 
Correction:  Post Sign or Buy Stickers 

 
Laboratory 

Animal 
Resources 

 
June 30, 2019 

Sign was 
hung but 
fell.  Stickers 
ordered. May 
2019 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  One lizard needs a sign to identify it. 
Correction:  Post sign. 

 
June 30, 2019 

 
Lizard gone 
in summer 

2019. 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Needs feed log for turtles; label needs more detail 
Correction:  Post feed log; add detail for observer to know 
species and protocol number 

 
June 30, 2019 

Feed logs 
put in 

summer 
2019– two 
turtles left 

 
M 

 Deficiency: Room is dirty (needs to be cleaned); Needs checklist 
for when the cleaning and feedings are done; Needs feeding 
procedure checklist; Needs log of water quality, temperature, pH
values and salinity 
Correction:  Clean room; post checklists and log 

 
June 30, 2019 

All done in 
summer  

2019 

* A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 

(b) (4)

(b) (6)

7 r 

L 

L 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/03/2021



 

S
em

ia
n

n
u

al
 P

ro
g

ra
m

 R
ev

ie
w

 a
n

d
 F

ac
ili

ty
 I

n
sp

ec
ti

o
n

 R
ep

o
rt

 
 D

at
e:

 M
ay

 8
, 

2
0

1
9

 
M

em
b

er
s 

in
 A

tt
en

d
an

ce
: 

A
ll 

S
it

es
: 

M
s.

 D
ep

ea
u

lt
, 

D
r.

 H
ac

ke
r,

 M
s.

 R
as

a,
 D

r.
 V

it
ek

, 
D

r.
 T

or
re

s,
 D

r.
 R

ey
n

a 
   

   
  E

d
in

b
u

rg
 s

it
e 

on
ly

: 
 D

r.
 C

os
te

llo
 a

n
d

 D
r.

 B
an

u
   

B
ro

w
n

sv
ill

e 
an

d
 S

P
I 

on
ly

: 
D

r.
 S

ri
n

iv
as

a 
 D

ef
ic

ie
n

cy
 

C
at

eg
or

y*
 

  √
   Lo

ca
ti

on
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
n

cy
 a

n
d

 
 P

la
n

 f
o

r 
C

o
rr

ec
ti

on
 

 
R

es
p

o
n

si
b

le
   

   
 

P
ar

ty
 

 C
or

re
ct

io
n

 S
ch

ed
u

le
 

an
d

 I
n

te
ri

m
 S

ta
tu

s 

 
 D

at
e 

 C
om

pl
et

e 

 M
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y:
  
O

pe
n 

sp
ra

y 
bo

tt
le

 n
ee

ds
 la

be
lin

g;
 u

nu
se

d 
ca

ge
s 

ap
pe

ar
ed

 d
ir

ty
- 

cl
ea

n 
to

 a
vo

id
 c

ro
ss

-c
on

ta
m

in
at

io
n;

 n
o 

w
as

te
 

fil
te

r 
se

en
 

C
or

re
ct

io
n:

  
la

be
l b

ot
tle

; 
cl

ea
n 

ca
ge

s;
 a

dd
 w

as
te

 f
ilt

er
 

 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

01
9 

R
oo

m
 

re
or

ga
ni

ze
d 

in
 s

um
m

er
 

20
19

. 

 M
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y:
  
Fi

sh
 w

it
h 

no
 p

ro
to

co
l n

um
be

r,
 la

be
lin

g 
or

 lo
gs

. 
C
or

re
ct

io
n:

  
Po

st
 p

ro
to

co
l n

um
be

r 
an

d 
la

be
l t

an
k 

w
it
h 

sp
ec

ie
s,

 
pr

ot
oc

ol
 n

um
be

r 
an

d 
co

nt
ac

t 
pe

rs
on

; 
ha

ve
 lo

gs
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

fo
r 

in
sp

ec
ti
on

 f
or

 f
ee

di
ng

 a
nd

 c
le

an
in

g 

 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

01
9 

Fi
sh

 
re

m
ov

ed
 in

 
su

m
m

er
 

20
19

. 

 M
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y:
  
C
lo

ud
y 

w
at

er
 in

 b
ot

tle
s 

on
 c

le
an

 s
id

e;
 c

le
an

 c
ag

es
 

m
ov

ed
 t

o 
ha

llw
ay

 n
ee

d 
co

ve
r 

fo
r 

cl
ea

ni
ng

 r
ac

k 
C
or

re
ct

io
n:

  
U

se
 c

le
ar

 w
at

er
 o

n 
th

e 
cl

ea
n 

si
de

; 
pu

rc
ha

se
 c

ov
er

s 
an

d 
us

e 
th

em
 f

or
 c

le
an

in
g 

ra
ck

s 

 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

01
9 

 
B
ot

tl
es

: 
 M

ay
 9

, 
20

19
 

N
o 

co
ve

rs
 

or
de

re
d 

 M
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y:
  
C
ag

e 
w

as
h 

is
 d

ow
n 

(L
A
R
 a

nd
 f
ac

ili
tie

s)
; 

M
op

s 
ne

ed
 

to
 b

e 
hu

ng
 (

LA
R
 a

nd
 

) 
C
or

re
ct

io
n:

 F
ix

 c
ag

e 
w

as
h;

 h
an

g 
m

op
s 

to
 d

ry
 

 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

01
9 

C
ag

e 
w

as
h 

fix
ed

 J
ul

y 
19

, 
20

19
; 

M
op

s 
hu

ng
 

Ju
ly

 6
, 

20
19

 
 M
 

 
D

ef
ic

ie
nc

y:
  
M

in
or

 c
ra

ck
s 

in
 c

ag
es

, 
bl

oo
d 

in
 M

at
in

g 
7 

C
ag

e 
B
3;

 
st

ic
ke

rs
 w

it
h 

no
 c

od
e 

C
or

re
ct

io
n:

  
M

on
it
or

 c
ag

es
 d

ai
ly

 w
ith

 n
ot

es
 t

ak
en

; 
po

st
 k

ey
 f
or

 
ci

rc
ul

ar
 s

ti
ck

er
s 

 
Ju

ne
 3

0,
 2

01
9 

D
ai

ly
 n

ot
es

 
Ju

ly
 1

7,
 

20
19

; 
ke

y 
po

st
ed

 J
ul

y 
7,

 2
01

9 
 *

 
A

 =
 a

cc
ep

ta
bl

e 
 

M
 =

 m
in

or
 d

ef
ic

ie
nc

y 
 

S
 =

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
t 

de
fic

ie
nc

y 
(i

s 
or

 m
ay

 b
e 

a 
th

re
at

 t
o 

an
im

al
 h

ea
lth

 o
r 

sa
fe

ty
) 

 
C

 =
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 p
ro

gr
am

 (
PH

S
 P

ol
ic

y 
IV

.A
.1

.a
.-

i.)
 (

in
cl

ud
e 

in
 s

em
ia

nn
ua

l r
ep

or
t 

to
 I

O
 a

nd
 in

 a
nn

ua
l r

ep
or

t 
to

 O
LA

W
) 

 
N

A
 =

 n
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 

√
 

C
he

ck
 if

 r
ep

ea
t 

de
fic

ie
nc

y 
   

(b
) 

(4
)

(b
) 

(6
)

(b
) 

(6
)

r ------.I~---+----------+~----+--------+ 

f - ' I I I I I I ' 

7 7 7 7 

O
b

ta
in

ed
b

y
R

is
e

fo
r

A
n

im
al

s.
U

p
lo

ad
ed

to
A

n
im

al
R

es
ea

rc
h

L
ab

o
ra

to
ry

O
ve

rv
ie

w
(A

R
L

O
)

o
n

02
/0

3/
20

21



Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 

Date: May 8, 2019 
Members in Attendance: All Sites: Ms. Depeault, Dr. Hacker, Ms. Rasa, Dr. Vitek, Dr. Torres, Dr. Reyna 

Ed" b "t I D C t II d D B B ·11 d SPI I D S . . m ur1 1 s1 eon 1v: r. os e o an r. anu rownsv1 e an on y: r. rm1vasa 

Deficiency Deficiency and Responsible 
Category* y Location Plan for Correction Party 

(b) (4) Deficiency: cages not clean; cracks in some cages; stickers with 
M no code 

Correction : clean cages; monitor cages daily wit h notes; post 
key for circu lar stickers 

Deficiency: Has there been water testing done on the water on 
M 'the change station since filled 11-9-2018? 

Correction : Change water, label properly and t imely 

Deficiency: Euthanasia chart does not include Opossums 
M iCorrection : Include information on chart regard ing cage type, 

maximum number per cage, total volume, flow rate and total 
exposure t ime 

Deficiency : Hood fa iled inspection in February 2019 
M porrection : Fix what doesn't pass inspection and have hood 

inspected again 

Deficiency: Room smelled bad ly 
M Correction : Garbage needs to be emptied on a daily basis 

* A = acceptable 
M = minor deficiency 
S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal healt h or safety) 
C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A .l.a.-i. ) ( include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
NA = not applicable 

y Check if repeat deficiency 

(b)(o 

Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

June 30, 2019 

June 30, 2019 

June 30, 2019 

PO issued, await ing 
repa ir 

May 9, 2019 

Date 
Complete 

Cages 
washed; 

circula r codes 
posted by July 

2019 

Water tested 
with correct 

labels by 
July 2019 

Information 
provided in 

summer 
2019 

Repair 
scheduled 

for last 
quarter of 

2019 
Garbage 
emptied 
daily by 

May 9, 2019 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
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 Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date:  May 8, 2019 
Members in Attendance: All Sites: Ms. Depeault, Dr. Hacker, Ms. Rasa, Dr. Vitek, Dr. Torres, Dr. Reyna 
        Edinburg site only:  Dr. Costello and Dr. Banu   Brownsville and SPI only: Dr. Srinivasa 

 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Used latex gloves on bench and sink; needs 
protocol numbers labelled 
Correction:  Throw into garbage all gloves after use; label all 
tanks with approved IACUC AUP number 

 
June 30, 2019 

Fixed in May 
2019 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  No feeding logs; no procedures posted 
Correction:  Have completed feeding logs available at all times; 
have procedures of how to feed fish available at all times 

 
June 30, 2019 

Fixed in May 
2019 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Needs approved amendment for red-eared sliders 
Correction:  Add amendment to approved AUP protocol 

 
June 30, 2019 

AUP updated 
in summer 

2019 

 
M 

 Deficiency:  Door to storage room needs hole for air hose to 
avoid crimping or cutting off air 
Correction:  Made hole in door frame 

 
June 30, 2019 

Fixed May 
2019 

     

* A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 

 

(b) (4) (b) (6)

_J 

_J 

7 

7 

L 

L 
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