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Animal and Plant
Health Inspection
Service

Animal Care

Fort Collins Office
2150 Centre Avenue
Building B, 3W11

Fort Collins, CO 80526
Phone: 970-494-7478

December 15, 2020

Dear Complainant,

Thank you for your correspondence dated December 14, 2020. We are reviewing your concerns and
assigned tracking number AC21-046. Please allow us enough time (30 to 60 days) to thoroughly
look into your concerns. You may submit a request to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) office to obtain any publicly available
information regarding our review.

FOIA Requests can be submitted three ways:

1.  Web Request Form: https://efoia-pal.usda.gov/App/Home.aspx
. Fax: 301-734-5941
3. US Mail:
USDA- APHIS- FOIA
4700 River Road, Unit 50
Riverdale, MD 20737

Should you have any questions regarding the APHIS FOIA process or need assistance using the Web
Request Form please contact the APHIS FOIA office at 301-851-4102.

Animal Care is a program within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that directs activities to
ensure compliance with and enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act and the Horse Protection Act.
Animal Care establishes standards of humane treatment for regulated animals and monitors and
achieves compliance through inspections, enforcement, education, and cooperative efforts under the
Acts.

Please be assured that we will look into your concern(s) and take appropriate action(s).

Thank you for your interest into the humane treatment of these animals.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Goldentyer, D.V.M.
Deputy Administrator
USDA, APHIS, Animal Care

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Rehurek, Sean P - APHIS

From: APHIS-AnimalCare

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 12:46 PM
To: Rehurek, Sean P - APHIS

Subject: FW: Federal complaint Equitech Bio

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Sean,
| am forwarding you complaint this from the Animal Care main organizational email box. Thank you.

Robert Baxter

From:

Sent: Sunday, December 13, 2020 2:30 PM

To: Gibbens, Robert - APHIS <robert.m.gibbens@usda.gov>
Cc: APHIS-AnimalCare <AnimalCare@usda.gov>

Subject: Federal complaint Equitech Bio

Dr. Robert
Gibbens
12/14/20
Director, Animal Welfare Operations, USDA-APHIS-Animal Care,
2150 Center Ave.
Building B, Mailstop 3W11
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117
Via Email: robert.m.gibbens@usda.gov; animalcare@usda.gov

Dr. Gibbens,

I am writing to you today to file an Official Complaint against Equitech Bio (74-R-0661) for serious violations of the
Animal Welfare Act.

As you know, Equitech was inspected 11/5/20, and was cited for multiple failures of the Institutional Animal Care &
Use Committee (IACUC), specifically Equitech's IACUC had not fulfilled several responsibilities including protocol
reviews and had failed to assemble reports from internal inspections. If no reports have been assembled, it is

impossible to know for certain if these internal inspections were performed at all. It is worth noting that this facility
had previously been cited for serious veterinary care violations in 2019 (which were photographically documented --
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see attachments) and for the IACUC's failure to review protocols in 2018. It is also worth noting that Equitech Bio
received an Official Warning from the USDA in 2015 for violations relevant to the IACUC and inadequate
veterinary care. Collectively, this information clearly indicates that this lab has a long history of violating the
Animal Welfare Act.

As you know, a USDA inspection report dated 10/10/19 cited Equitech Bio for a rare DIRECT violation of the
Animal Welfare Act pertaining to numerous injured or sick goats. Equitech Bio was cited for violating Section 2.33
Attending Veterinarian and Adequate Veterinary Care for not providing adequate care to these injured and sick
goats. Specifically, this report states:

'""***A white male goat with tag HL.10 was toe-touching on his right front leg while standing. He was unable to
bear weight on this leg when he moved.

***A black male goat with tag HL2 was toe-touching on the left front leg while standing. He was unable to
bear weight on this leg when he moved.

***A tan and white castrated male goat with tag 565 was toe-touching on the left front leg while standing. He
was unable to bear weight on this leg when he moved.

***A white and brown male goat with tag HL.11 was toe-touching on the right rear leg while standing. He was
able to bear some slight weight on this limb while moving, although he moved with an obvious limp. This
animal received topical treatment according to the program of veterinary care yesterday, but did not receive
pain medication and was released back into the herd as requiring no further treatment.

***A white male goat with tag 0624 has a milky white opacity in his right eye.

***A black female goat with tag 464 had a moderate amount of thick green discharge from both nares.

***An additional 3-4 goats were also identified during the inspection as limping, but not to the point of toe-
touching while standing or unable to bear weight while moving."

1081-B State Route 28 #280 Milford, OH 45150 www.SAENonline.orgq

So, as many as 8 goats were unable to walk properly due to inability to bear weight on a leg, one may have been
partly blind, and another obviously has a serious bacterial infection. Only one of the eight goats who were limping is
discussed as having received any veterinary treatment, and no treatments are discussed relevant to the other goats.

Since Equitech Bio (74-R-0661) has demonstrated a multi-year pattern of significant failures to comply with federal
regulations, and these non-compliances have directly impacted the welfare of animals, I must insist that you take the
most severe action allowable under the Animal Welfare Act and immediately launch a full investigation and at the
conclusion of the investigation issue the maximum fine allowable against Equitech Bio (74-R-0661) -- $10,000 per
infraction, per animal.

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future about the fate of this facility.

Sinc

erely,
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