
From: Walker, Keri (NIH/OD) [C]
To: gdraetta@mdanderson.org
Cc: Gibbens, Robert - APHIS; 
Subject: OLAW Case A3343-2T & 2U
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:09:47 PM
Attachments: Draetta MDAC 3343-2T.pdf

Draetta MDAC 3343-2U.pdf

Dear Dr. Draetta,
 
Attached please find Dr. Lukovsky-Akhsanov’s final responses (2) to OLAW Cases A3343-2T, and 2U.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us by phone or by e-mail. 
 
Best Regards,
Keri
 
Keri Walker
Program Analyst (Contractor)
Division of Compliance Oversight
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare
National Institutes of Health
6700B Rockledge Dr., Suite 2500
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-435-2390
keri.walker@nih.gov
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    DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES                                    PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

                    NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
    ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY:       FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare              Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm       Telephone: (301) 496-7163 

 Facsimile: (301) 480-3387 

 
October 26, 2020                        Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
                    #A3343-01 (OLAW Case 2T) 
 
 
Dr. Giulio Draetta 
Chief Scientific Officer 
University of Texas MD Anderson Center                       
1515 Halcombe Boulevard –  
Houston, Texas 77030 
 
Dear Dr. Draetta, 
 
The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your October 6, 2020 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. According to the information 
provided, OLAW understands that on August 18, 2020, an animal technician was performing routine 
husbandry procedures and found a rhesus monkey unresponsive, promptly alerted the supervisors and a 
veterinarian that came to immediately assess the animal. The animal was entangled in a chain of an 
enrichment device recently placed on the outside of the cage. The animal was removed from the device, 
immediate resuscitation and recovery attempts were performed however the animal could not be revived 
and was submitted for necropsy. This study was PHS funded. 
 
As a corrective measure, all the enrichment devices recently installed were immediately removed. The 
enrichment plan that included the type of enrichment decided involved in this incident were approved but 
revised to include a note that chains used to hang enrichment devices must be equal to four inches or less. 
 
OLAW appreciates the prompt consideration of this matter by The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center which is consistent with the philosophy of institutional self-regulation. Based on the 
information provided, OLAW is satisfied that appropriate steps have been taken to investigate this 
incident and to attempt to prevent recurrence. We appreciate being informed of this matter and please 
contact us with any further questions or concerns. 
 
                                                              Sincerely, 
 
 
      
             Nicole Lukovsky-Akhsanov, DVM, MPH, DACLAM 
             Division of Compliance Oversight 
                                                             Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
 
cc: IACUC contact 
     Dr. Robert M. Gibbens, USDA, APHIS, AC  
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    DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES    PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
 NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare        Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm Telephone: (301) 496-7163 

Facsimile: (301) 480-3387 

October 26, 2020  Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
   #A3343-01 (OLAW Case 2U) 

Dr. Giulio Draetta 
Chief Scientific Officer 
University of Texas MD Anderson Center           
1515 Halcombe Boulevard –  
Houston, Texas 77030 

Dear Dr. Draetta, 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your October 6, 2020 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. According to the information 
provided, OLAW understands that on September 5, 2020, animal technicians found a male squirrel 
monkey outside his enclosure, still within the confines of the room, fighting with two other monkeys 
housed in their cages. All three animals had lacerations and veterinarian examined, cleaned and sutured 
the wounds. The animals recovered with no further issues. This study was PHS funded. 

After review of the matter, it was determined that the locking mechanism holding the animal’s water bowl 
was not properly secured and thus the monkey was able to remove his water bowl and escape the 
enclosure. As a corrective measure, animal technicians working in the area were retrained on September 
10, 2020 to ensure the locking mechanism is properly secured. 

OLAW appreciates the prompt consideration of this matter by The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center which is consistent with the philosophy of institutional self-regulation. Based on the 
information provided, OLAW is satisfied that appropriate steps have been taken to investigate this 
incident and to attempt to prevent recurrence. We appreciate being informed of this matter and please 
contact us with any further questions or concerns. 

    Sincerely, 

         Nicole Lukovsky-Akhsanov, DVM, MPH, DACLAM 
         Division of Compliance Oversight 

   Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

cc: IACUC contact
     Dr. Robert M. Gibbens, USDA, APHIS, AC   
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From: Gibbens, Robert - APHIS
To: Dana - APHIS Miller (dana.miller2@usda.gov); Cody M - APHIS Yager (cody.m.yager@usda.gov)
Subject: FW: OLAW Case A3343-2T & 2U
Date: Monday, October 26, 2020 4:13:00 PM
Attachments: Draetta MDAC 3343-2T.pdf

Draetta MDAC 3343-2U.pdf

fyi
 

From: Walker, Keri (NIH/OD) [C] <keri.walker@nih.gov> 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 2:10 PM
To: gdraetta@mdanderson.org
Cc: Gibbens, Robert - APHIS <robert.m.gibbens@usda.gov>; 
Subject: OLAW Case A3343-2T & 2U
 
Dear Dr. Draetta,
 
Attached please find Dr. Lukovsky-Akhsanov’s final responses (2) to OLAW Cases A3343-2T, and 2U.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us by phone or by e-mail. 
 
Best Regards,
Keri
 
Keri Walker
Program Analyst (Contractor)
Division of Compliance Oversight
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare
National Institutes of Health
6700B Rockledge Dr., Suite 2500
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-435-2390
keri.walker@nih.gov
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