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Dear Dr. Kennett,
 
Attached please find Dr. Brent Morse’s final response to OLAW Case A3394-4E.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us by phone or by e-mail. 
 
Regards,
Joan
 
Joan Ward
Program Specialist
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare
National Institutes of Health
6700B Rockledge Dr., Suite 2500
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-496-7163
wardjoa@od.nih.gov
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June 19, 2019 

Ms. Michele Kennett 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Research 
University of Missouri- Columbia 

IIIIJesse Hall 
Columbia, MO 65212 

Dear Ms. Kennett, 

FOR EXPRESS MJ\IL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 208 I 7 
~ : (301) 496-7163 
Eawwil.!:: (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A3394-01 [OLA W Case 4E] 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your June 12, 2019 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the University of Missouri. We received the initial prompt report via an email on June 5th. 
According to the information provided, OLA W understands that on the morning of June 3, 2019 it was 
discovered that a section of flooring over a drain trough had come up in a farrowing crate. All three of the 
piglets had fallen into the trough and one piglet was recovered and returned to the sow. Piglet and sow are 
doing well. The other two piglets were not recovered despite having a plumber check the drain pipes for 
several hours. These animals were supported by PHS funding (U42OD011140). 

Corrective and preventive actions include visually and manually inspecting floor pieces over the troughs to 
assure they are seated correctly and have no visual flaws before putting pregnant sows in the farrowing 
crates. In addition, drain plugs will be kept in the trough drains when piglets are small. 

The prompt consideration of this matter by the University of Missouri was consistent with the philosophy 
of institutional self-regulation. Similarly, the actions taken to prevent recurrence of the issue were 
appropriate. We appreciate being informed of this unfortunate matter and find no cause for further action 
by this office. 

cc: IACUC Contact 
Dr. Robert M. Gibbens, USDA, APHIS, AC 

Sincerely, 

Brent C. Morse, DVM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Gavin Wilkom, NHLBI Office of Grants Management 
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