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Summary of Exceptions to the regulations and standards:

1. Non-standard housing, sanitation,

b.

C.

Regulation: 3.128 Space requirements

Regulation: 3.131 Sanitation.

Description: White footed mice are gregarious, particularly during the
winter months, and our experience suggests that keeping 4-6 mice (one
male, several females) in a shoebox cage or 12-18 mice of mixed sex
allows for sufficient breeding with intrinsic regulation of the numbers of
offspring produced. In this manner, we produce only enough for
adequate turnover of the colony, but do not experience breeding that
needs frequent culling. Although a 1:3 ratio of males to females is
optimal, having nondominant males within the cage does not affect
breeding. Fighting is minimal among males. In addition, we find that
cleaning cages less frequently (one cage change every 2-3 weeks)

enhances breeding, probably because of pheromone marking of the cage.

Finally, although gravid females could be separated, we have found that
such litters survive less frequently than do those allowed to remain with
the other mice. The colony has been maintained differently and very
successfully with no need to introduce new field-derived individuals.
Species: Peromyscus Number: 325

2. Non-standard housing/husbandry

a.

b.

Regulation: 3.126 Facilities, indoor. (a) Ambient temperatures.
Regulation: 3.131 Sanitation (a) Cleaning of enclosures.

Description: Gnotobiotic piglets will be housed in sterile isolators in
rooms maintained at 90°F to prevent hypothermia. The elevated
temperature is needed because newborn piglets are unable to regulate
their body temperature. The isolator units are required to protect the
gnotobiotic piglets from external microbes and to protect personnel from
the infectious agents that the piglets are inoculated with. Isolator units
(including caging) are cleaned and sanitized following removal of piglets.
Piglets will be housed within an individual cage or isolator bay for no
more than 2 weeks. Thus, sanitization will occur at 2 week intervals.
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