
Exceptions to Standards and Regulations under the AWA for Reporting Period 10/1/2019– 9/30/2020: 
 
The following exceptions to Guide standards were reviewed by the IACUC and are approved in protocols 
active during this reporting period. 
 
Housing (Individual): 
 Fifteen investigators were approved to individually house social animals (pigs, calves, guinea 
pigs, cats and dogs) on 28 protocols. Investigators provided scientific justification for this housing 
(precision of feeding, monitoring feed intake, prevention of coprophagy, protection of surgical sites, 
infection protocols; safety of animal and personnel).   
 
Pigs: Most individually housed pigs are 1) neonatal piglets housed in an artificial-rearing system for up to 
5 weeks, 2) following surgical procedures to prevent interference of the surgical site from pen mates. 
The cages currently in use for artificial rearing of piglets meet Guide standards for space.  

Additionally, pregnant gilts and sows may be housed individually as per standard agricultural 
practice. Some are maintained in standard farrowing crates from mid-gestation until after 
farrowing/caesarian section delivery or weaning. Some gilts may be housed in isolation due to 
experimental infection protocol. These studies utilize the piglets, and the sows are euthanized following 
delivery. 

Most often pigs that are housed individually are adjacent to conspecifics, with visual, olfactory 
and/or auditory access to conspecifics. Some sows used in infection studies are housed one per isolation 
room, but have olfactory and auditory access to conspecifics as well as frequent human contact, and will 
eventually have litters. 

 
A total of 162 pigs were used during this reporting period. 
 

Cattle: Calves are held in metabolic crates for up to 10 days. After acclimation, calves are inoculated 
with C. parvum oocysts. This is followed by fecal collections.   

 
Three calves were housed individually during this reporting period. 

 
Dogs and cats: Dogs are typically housed individually, adjacent to conspecifics, with visual, olfactory 
and/or auditory access to conspecifics.  Most are on feeding studies, requiring individualized feed intake 
and prevention of coprophagy. Dogs are allowed outside of pens daily for playing with conspecifics and 
with caretakers. Cats are on feeding studies, requiring individualized feed intake and prevention of 
coprophagy.  Cats are allowed outside of pens most of the time for playing with conspecifics and with 
caretakers, with cage confinement only during meal and collection periods. 
 

37 dogs and 33 cats were housed as described during the reporting period. 
 
Guinea Pigs: Guinea pigs are housed individually to prevent virus transmission for short periods, as part 
of the approved influenza study. 
 

no Guinea pigs were housed individually during this reporting period. 
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Agricultural Housing for Animals Assigned to Biomedical Studies: 
Five investigators (7 protocols) were approved for agricultural type housing (pastures, paddocks, 

stalls, floor pens, gestation and farrowing crates) for agricultural species.  

Most of the animals (Cattle, horses, llamas, pigs, sheep and goats) were on one protocol that 
houses the resident teaching herds for the College of Veterinary Medicine. During the reporting period, 
the following were acquired/born for the teaching herds: 

67 horse 
1 Llama 
57 cattle 
785 pigs  
47 sheep 
1 goat 

Three investigators (3 protocols) are approved to house pigs used in biomedical studies in an agricultural 
setting. This housing situation was deemed most suitable for the nature of the study by the IACUC. 

237 pigs were used during the reporting period. 

Multiple Major Survival Surgeries: 
One investigator was approved for two surgeries (swine) for scientifically justified reasons.  
35 pigs were used on this protocol during the reporting period. 

Prolonged Restraint: 
One investigator was approved for prolonged restraint of calves. Calves are tethered in their 

crates for 6 – 8 days, restricting their ability to turn around during fecal collections to prevent 
contamination with urine.  

three calves were used on this protocol during the reporting period. 

Non-standard temperature conditions 
Guinea Pigs are used to investigate the biology of influenza infection.  During transmission 
experiments, animals may be housed under temperature (10-15°C) and relative humidity (RH; 
10-20%) conditions that fall below the range recommended in the Guide (20-26°C and 30-70%
RH). These conditions are required for optimal transmission of influenza virus in this model. No 
adverse behaviors have been observed under these conditions.

0 Guinea pigs were used on this protocol during the reporting period. 
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