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IACUC-Approved Exceptions: USDA-covered animals 

Bears: 

• During the hibernation period ( ~4-5 111onths) the fallowing exceptions are 
approved for the care of the bears; 

o The straw bedding is not changed a11d de11s of the grizzly bears are not 
cleaned. 

o Bears are not fed (water lixits are left turned on). 
o These exceptions are approved due to the consideration of tl1e need to not 

disturb the animals during hibernation combi11ed witl1 the fact that the 
animals are not eating and have very 111i11i1nal llrination or defecation 
during the hiber11ation period. 

o Animal wellbeing is assessed via remote cameras daily. 
o Number of Animals: 11 bears 

Pygmy rabbits: 

• Approval to provide foraging feeds directly on the floor of the cage/enclosl1re. 
This is to promote natlrral foraging behavior. 

• Approval to clean /sanitize concert pens once per month. This is to reduce 
disturbance of the animals. 

• Number of Animals: 3 pygmy rabbits 
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