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production and management. Castrations are normally performed without analgesics or anesthesia, 
however the procedure as being taught included a topically applied analgesic. The analgesic has been 

shown to mitigate some of the pain but not all pain associated with castration and improves the post­

procedure suckling and social cohesion . Literature search on the subject also has shown piglet return to 
normal behavior within hours after the procedure. The procedure was reviewed and approved by the 

IACUC. 
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