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July 13,2021 

Jan M. Weisenberger, Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Vice President 

for Research Foundation 
Ohio State University-Columbus 

[ (b) <4)'8ricker Hall, 190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210-132 l 

Dear Dr. Weisenberger, 

NA TlONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 
80thcsda, Maryland 20817 

'(<;lcpho110: (301)4%-7 163 
Facsimile: (301) 480-3387 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A326l-Ol [OLAW Case 20) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your May 26, 2021 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at The Ohio State University. According to the information provided, OLA W understands that 
on May 17, 202 l, three rats were found still alive in a carcass freezer by a university veterinarian and the 
rats were immediately euthanized. The study was supported with PHS funding. 

As a corrective measure, veterinary staff was able to determine the graduate student involved and 
provided information to them on proper secondary methods for rats to confirm euthanasia. The principal 
investigator (PI) was notified and the student prepared a document describing appropriate methods for 
euthanasia for animals on the protocol. · 

OLA W appreciates the prompt consideration of this matter by The Ohio State University which is 
consistent with the philosophy of institutional self-regulation. Based on the information provided, OLA W 
is satisfied that appropriate steps have been taken to investigate this incident and to attempt to prevent 
recurrence. OLA W expects post-approval monitoring to prevent recurrence of this non-compliance and 
potential associated animal welfare concern. We appreciate being informed of this matter and please 
contact us with any further questions or concerns. 

CC: IACUC contact 

Sincerely, 
Nicole L. Lukovsky-~~1;.';'!!::.t°'•L 
akhsanov -S """10}'~'·" .. ,sa,,,-o,w 

Nicole Lukovsky-Akhsanov, DVM, MPH, DACLAM 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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01 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

May 26, 2021 

Brent Morse, D.V.M. Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

RE: Animal Welfare Assurance #A3261-01, D16-00168 

Dear Dr. Morse: 

Office of Research 

208 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 

Columbus. OH 43210-1321 

614-292-1582 Phone 
614-292-6602 Fax 

research.osu.edu 

Janet M. Weisenberger 
Senior Associate 

Vice President for Research 

614-247-4764 Phone 

This letter reports an incident of noncompliance with the Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on 
Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals at The Ohio State University. An incident of failure to 
ensure death of an animal after euthanasia was reviewed by the Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee (IACUC). 

Specifically, three rats were found still alive in a carcass freezer by a ULAR veterinarian on May 17. 
The rats were immediately euthanized. The veterinary staff was able to determine the graduate student 
involved and provided information to this person on proper secondary methods for rats to confirm 
euthanasia. The Principal Investigator was also notified of this situation. The student prepared a 
document describing the appropriate methods for euthanasia of the animals in the protocol. This work is 
funded by The National Institute of Aging (R01 AG055059). The IACUC reviewed the incident and 
accepted the corrective action taken at their convened meeting on May 21 , 2021 . 

The Ohio State University remains committed to ensuring the P.rooer care and use of animals used in 
research aru:IJ~achinQ_aUhe institution. Please contact me at Cb) C6)or 

Cb) <6>1if you require any further information. ----------
Sincerely, 

(b)(6) 

cc: Valerie Bergdall, OSU Attending Veterinarian 
Peter Reiser, OSU IACUC Chair 
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight {NIH/OD) 
Friday, May 28. 2021 7:12 AM 

(b) (6j 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
RE: noncompliance report from 016-00168 

Thank you for this report, 
Axel Wolff 

(b) (6J We will send a response soon. 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 20211:49 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Subject: noncompliance report from D16-00168 

Attached is a report of a recent non-compliance and action taken to correct the situation. Please let me know if any 
questions. 

(b)(6) 
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