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The Michigan State University (MSU) Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (JACUC)
conducts semiannual reviews of its animal care and use program and submits reports of the
evaluations to the Institutional Official (10), the Vice President for Research and Innovation. The
IACUC manages and evaluates the Animal Care Program in compliance with USDA regulations
(9 CFR Parts 1, 2, & 3), the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory
Animals (PHS Policy), the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 8" Edition (the
Guide), and the Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Research and Teaching,
3" Edition (Ag Guide). MSU is registered with the United States Department of Agriculture as an
institution that has USDA-regulated species on its premises. The University has an approved
Animal Welfare Assurance (A3955-01) from the NIH Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW).
In addition, all components of the University are accredited by AAALAC International.

EVALUATION OF THE ANIMAL CARE AND USE PROGRAM

The IACUC uses various methods to perform the Semiannual Program Review to focus on topics
of importance and to analyze the program in different manners such as using the OLAW checklist
and reviews of our PHS Assurance and AAALAC program Description. Importantly, the IACUC
reviews the program on a monthly basis during the IACUC meetings. On December 9, 2021, the
IACUC evaluated the Animal Care Program (ACP) through a robust discussion of two articles
covering topics germane to the role of the IACUC to ensure animal welfare;

s “Documentation on personnel training” Lab Animal, Volume 50, November 2021
* “Training the trainee: the institution’s responsibility to the often forgotten”
Lab Animal, Volume 34, No. 6, June 2005

IACUC members concluded that these articles served as an excellent training module for the
committee by providing a review of the role of the IACUC in animal use and oversight in research
and teaching by ensuring ethical, scientifically sound, standardized, and performance-based
practices. Members were confident that MSU’s program appropriately addresses these points
and meets or exceeds standards. The broad membership of our IACUC facilitates the ability to
review effectively research and teaching procedures that cover a diverse range of biomedical,
wildlife, and agricultural topics.

The IACUC also reviewed MSU’s animal care program in terms of what constitutes a program
that has a direct impact on the well-being of animals, including animal and veterinary care, policies
and procedures, personnel and program management and oversight, occupational health and
safety, IACUC functions, and animal facility design and management. Information in the Guide
served as a discussion point. The committee continues to be satisfied with the way our institution
has continued to provide effective and continued care and wellbeing of animal use.

Program Review Conclusion

During the Program Review, no deficiencies in the IACUC practices and procedures were
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identified and all aspects of the program were found to be consistent with the PHS Policy, the
Guide, the Ag Guide, and applicable Animal Welfare Regulations. The committee concluded that
the program is satisfactory.

INSPECTION OF ANIMAL FACILITIES

The IACUC inspected the animal facilities during the month of October, using the Guide, Ag
Guide, and, as applicable, 9 CFR Parts 1, 2, & 3. The IACUC inspects housing facilities in the
spring and fall of each year. Laboratories/study areas are inspected every six months on a rotating
basis according to the buildings in which they are located. Due to the continuing pandemic and
safety restrictions in place 113 inspections were performed in person and 8 via zoom. Personnel
from EHS participated in the inspections.

Inspection Conclusions:

The results of the facility inspections revealed minor deficiencies at various animal sites as shown
in the attached inspection summary (pages 4-5). All deficiencies are monitored until corrected as
described in the following paragraph.

Monitoring deficiencies identified during inspections and/or post-approval monitor visits:
Notifications about the deficiencies are sent to the department chairpersons/directors and/or
facility supervisors with a date for completing the correction of any deficiencies. Instructions for
resolution can include notification in writing to the IACUC indicating that the deficiencies have
been corrected or that a plan of action is in place for correcting the deficiencies. The Research
Liaison (Postapproval Monitor) follows up on all deficiencies, verifies corrections, and reports
directly to the IACUC. Should the deficiency be elevated to a significant concern, the Animal Care
Program leadership will meet with the investigator and research team involved, and there may be
increased visits to the laboratory and facilities to monitor corrective actions through to completion.
The [ACUC Oversight Committee provides assistance with amendments/changes to protocols
and practices for approved animal work.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the committee has changed since the last semiannual report. The complete
IACUC roster is on page 6.

EXCEPTIONS TO THE GUIDE

As required by regulation, a list of IACUC-approved (July-December) exceptions to the Guide are
included on pages 7-9.

IACUC RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE IO:

UPDATE on July 2021 Report:

Resource planning is underway for the following:

o Click System Upgrade will improve Pl use of the system, efficiency of protocol review, and

reporting capabilities thereby reducing burden. Definition of additional continuing technical
resources to support the next system upgrade are in process. Of note, the upgrade is required
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prior to installing the new Animal Operations module.

e New Click Module, Animal Operations. The Click Animal Operations module will provide
significant advantages to efficiency and data management over the existing CARLOS
(Campus Animal Resources Laboratory Ordering System). To date, through coordination with
ORA, ITS (Leadership, Purchasing, Project Management) and the software vendor a draft of
the purchasing agreement is being developed for final approval.

We are pleased to report that the critical staffing changes within the ACP went smoothly: in
addition to the new Assistant VP Office of Regulatory Affairs (McCabe), IACUC Administrator
(Wilkins) and Interim Attending Veterinarian (Ferguson) joined the team.

When the institutional collaboration with the Henry Ford Health System moves forward, the
leadership of the animal care program will be available to develop processes to align the two
programs.

The IACUC recognizes that the needs of an animal care program are constantly changing and
require a great deal of effort and persistence to implement. Further, the IACUC and the Oversight
Committee are committed to providing excellence and transparency in our program to the

biomedical and agricultural communities at MSU. We appreciate all the support that the
administration has given to the Animal Care Program

MINORITY VIEWS

There are no minority views submitted at this time.
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