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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

l'OR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2S00, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-{;910 
Homo Pace: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw /olaw.htm 

June 9, 2023 

Eion Ramcharan, Ph.D. 
Head of Sponsored Research 
Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience 
l Max Planck Way 
Jupiter, FL 33458 

Dear Dr. Ramcharan, 

PUBLIC HEAL TH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

FOR EXPRESS MAlL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Weltilre 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~ (301) 496-7163 
~ : (301)480-3387 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A4654-0 I [OLA W Case J] 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your May 30, 2023 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience (MPFI). Your letter supplements the 
information contained in the initial email report on May 5, 2023 . According to the information provided, 
OLA W understands that a researcher performed a surgical procedure on multiple mice that was not 
detailed in the approved protocol. The surgical procedure was similar to one previously approved. The 
associated activity is not PHS funded. 

Corrective and preventive actions: 

The laboratory members and principal investigator (PI) met with the IACUC Chairman and Coordinator 
to review the animal protocol and IACUC policy for amending a protocol. An amendment to add the new 
procedure was reviewed and approved by the IACUC. 

The consideration of this matter by the Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience was consistent with 
the philosophy of institutional self-correction. Similarly, the actions taken to resolve the issue were 
appropriate and would be expected to correct the noncompliance and prevent a recurrence. Although this 
activity was not PHS funded, the application of the expectations of the PHS Policy across the animal care 
and use program reduces any potential appearance of a double standard. We appreciate being informed of 
this matter and find no cause for further action by this office at this time. 

cc: IACUC contact 

Sincerely, 
• Digitally signed by Brent C. 

Brent C. Morse -5 Morse -$ 

Brent C. Morse, DVM <, 
Director 

Date: 2023.06.09 15:42:43 •04'00' 

Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 12/11/2023



May 30, 2023 

Dr. Axel Wolff, Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance # A4654-01 

Dear Dr. Wolff, 

A4~-~ 
MAX PLANCK 0 

FLOR IDA INSTITUTE FOR 
NEUROSCIENCE 

Or. Elon Ramcharan 
Institutional Official 

eion.ramcharan @mpfl.org 

This is the final report of non-compliance that is being submitted by the Max 
Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience (MPFI), following the preliminary report 
submitted May 9, 2023 (case number A4654-J). 

Background 
A researcher performed a surgical procedure on multiple mice that was not 
detailed in the approved protocol. The surgical procedure was similar to one 
previously approved. 

Conclusion 
The MPFI IACUC discussed the incident at a conveyed meeting and approved the 
corrective actions completed by the laboratory. The laboratory members and 
principal investigator (Pl) met with the IACUC Chairman and Coordinator to review 
the animal protocol and IACUC policy for amending a protocol. An amendment to 
add the new procedure was reviewed and approved by the IACUC. 

This incident is not related to a PHS funded project. 

Sincerely, 

Eion Ramcharan, PhD. 
Institutional Official 

(b)(6) 

One Max Planck way I Jupiter. AOriOa 33458 - 5293 USA I +561·972-9000 OFFICE I +561• 792-9001 FAA I ,nfo@mpfi.o,g I MaxPlanckflorida org 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

OLAW Di11lsfon of Compliance Oyerslght (NIH/00) 
Goo Ramcharan(ci)mofi ora 
OLAW DMslon of Compliance Qyersjght (NIH/OD) 
RE: <EXTERNAL> RE: Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Florida Institute (A4654-01) 
Tuesday, May 30, 2023 2:16:14 PM 

Good afternoon Dr. Ramcharan, 

Thank you for sending us this final report for case A4654-J and we will send an official response 
soon. 

Best, 

Devora 

Devora McCoy, BS, MBA (pronundation) 

Program Analyst 

Division of Compliance Oversight 

Office of Laboratory An imal Welfare 

National Institutes of Health 

Phone: 301-435-2390 

Email: devora mccoy@nih gm£ 

From: Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi .org <Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 2:10 PM 

To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (N IH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL) RE: <EXTERNAL> RE: Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Florida Institute 

(A4654-01) 

Good afternoon 

Please find attached the final incident report (OLAW Case# A4654-J) detailing the corrective 

action. 

Kind regards 

Eion Ramcharan 

Eion Ramcharan, Ph.D (IO) 
Head, Sponsored Research 
Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience 
I Max Planck Way, Jupiter FL 33458 

(b)(6) 

eion.ramcharan@mp6.org 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
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From: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <Qlawdco@od.ni h 80Y> 

Sent: Monday, May 8, 2023 3:49 PM 

To: Elon Ramcharan@mpfi otg 

Cc: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.njh.gov> 

Subject: <EXTERNAL> RE: Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Florida Institute (A4654-0l) 

WARNING EXTERNAL EMAIL: 
Good afternoon Dr. Ramcharan, 

Thank you for sending us this prel iminary report and we look forward to receiving the final report 

once completed. This report has been assigned OLAW case number A4654-J, so please reference 

this number when sending the final report. 

Best, 

Devora 

Devora McCoy, BS, MBA (pronunciation) 

Program Ana lyst 

Division of Compliance Oversight 

Office of Laborato ry Animal Welfare 

National Instit utes of Health 

Phone: 301-435-2390 

Email: devora.mccoy@oih,g_o_y 

From: Eion,Ramcharan@mpfi.org <Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi,org> 
Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 11:45 AM 

To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <alawdco@od oih gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL) Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Flor ida Institute (A4654-0 l ) 

Please find attached a preliminary incident report. We'll provide a final report after the 
IACUC has made its determinations. 

I'd be happy to provide any additional information you may require. 

Kind regards 

Eion Ramcharan 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 12/11/2023



Eion Ramcharan, Ph.D (IO) 
H,ead, Sponsored Research 
Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience 
1 Max Planck Way, Jupiter FL 33458 

(bH 

~on.ramcharan@mpO.org 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe. 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe. 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
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May 5, 2023 

Dr. Axel Wolff, Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance # A4654-01 

Dear Dr. Wolff, 

MAX PLANCK ~----•• 
FLOR I DA IN STITUTE FOR :_ a 

NEUROSCIENCE 

This is a preliminary report of non-compliance that is being submitted by the Max 
Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience (MPFI). 

Background: A researcher performed a surgical procedure on multiple mice that 
was not detailed in the approved protocol. The surgical procedure performed was 
similar to one previously approved. 

A final report of non-compliance and corrective action plan is pending from the 
MPFI IACUC and will be submitted upon completion. 

This incident is not related to a PHS funded project. 

Sincerely, 

Eion Ramcharan, PhD. 

Institutional Official 
Max Planck Florida Institute 

(b)(6) 

Eion. Ramcharan@mpfi.org 

(b)(6) 

One Max Planck Way I Jup~er. Florida 33458 - 5293 USA I +561-972-9080 OFFICE I +561-792-9001 ••x I eion.ramcharan@mpli.org I MPFl.org 
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McCoy, Devora (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Good afternoon Dr. Ramcharan, 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Monday, May 8, 2023 3:49 PM 
Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi.org 
OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
RE: Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Florida Institute (A4654-01) 

Thank you for sending us this preliminary report and we look forward to receiving the final report once completed. This 
report has been assigned OLAW case number A4654-J, so please reference this number when sending the final report. 

Best, 
Devora 

Devora McCoy, BS, MBA (ru.Q.nunciation) 
Program Analyst 

Division of Compliance Oversight 

Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 

Phone: 301-435-2390 

Email: devora.mccoy@nih.gov 

From: Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi.org <Eion.Ramcharan@mpfi.org> 
Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 11:45 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Preliminary Incident Report Max Planck Florida Institute (A4654-01) 

Please find attached a preliminary incident report. We'll provide a final report after the IACUC has made its 
determinations. 

I'd be happy to provide any additional information you may require. 

Kind regards 

Eion Ramcharan 

Eion Ramcharan, Ph.D (IO) 
Head, Sponsored Research 
Max Planck Florida Institute for Neuroscience 
1 Max Planck Way, Jupiter FL 33458 

(b)(6) 

eion.ramcharan@mpfi.org 
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