
USDA 
USDA-APHIS-Animal Care 

ANIMAL WELFARE COMPLAINT 

Complaint No. l Date Entered: I Processed By: 
AC21-696 September 21, 2021 Robert Baxter 
Refen ed To: 

I 
Reply Due: 

Jeffrey Shepherd October 2 1 , 2021 
Facility or Person Complaint Filed Against 

Name: I Customer No. : I License No.: 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 335389 
Audress: Etnajl Address: 
1161 21ST AVES MCN AA 6206 

City: 
I 

State: 
I 

Phone No.: 
NASHVILLE TN 615-322-223 l 

Complainant Information 
Name: I ~;;~iz.ation: 

Address: Email Address: 
1081-B State Route 28 #"280 saen@cinci .rr .com 

City: 
I 

State: 
I 

Phone No.: 
Milford OH 513-575-5517 
How was the Complaint received? 
Emajl 
Details of Complafot: 
See attached. 

Results: 

...1.. lli'{f/ re 

AC2 l-696 appears to be a summary of the non-compliances cited on the previous three USDA Animal 
Care inspections reports that 1 wrote along with a request for enforcement. No new animal welfare 
issues were identified in this complaint that needed to be addressed. 
A routine inspection of the faciJj ry was conducted September 28-30. 

Application Kit Provided: 
Yes: No: 
Inspector: Date: 
SUSANNE BRUNKHORST Octoher 5, 202 1 
Reviewed By: Date: 
Jeffrey Shepherd October 6. 2021 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/22/2024



Animal and Plant 
Health lncSpection 
Service 

Animal Care 

Fort Collins Office 
2150 Centre Avenue 
Building B, 3W11 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
Phone: 970-494-7478 

USDA 
a.II United States Department of Agrlcutture 

September 2 1, 2021 

Dear Complainanl. 

Thank you for yolli' correspondence daled May 3 I. 2021. We are reviewing your concerns and 
a.ssig,ued lnicking number AC2 l-696. Please allow us enough rjme (30 lo 60 days) to thoroughly 
look iuto yow·concerns. Yoll may submit a request to the Animal and Plant Heallb lnspection 
Service (APHJS) Freedom of lnforrnatiou Act (FOIA) office ro obtain any publicly available 
information regarding our review. 

FOIA Requests can be suhmill'ed three ways: 

I. Web Re4uest Porm: h1111s://efma-p:1l.u~.gov/App. l lomc.~1.spx 
2. Fax.: 30 I -7 34-594 1 
3. US Mail: 

USDA- APmS- FOlA 
4700 River Road. Ua.it 50 
Riverdale. MD 20737 

Should you have any yuestions regarding the APHIS FOIA process or need assist:1nce using the Web 
Request Fonn !)lease contact the APHIS FOL\. office at 301-851-4102. 

Animal Care is a program wi1hin the U.S. Depar.tment of Agriculture (USDA) that directs activities ro 
en!lure compliance with and ellforceme111 of the Animal Welfare Act and the Horse Pr-otection Acr.. 
Animal Care establishes s landards of humane trea11uenr for regula1ed a nimals and monitors and 
achieves compliance through inspections, enforcemen1. education. and cooperative efforts under the 
Acts. 

Please be assured that we will look into your concem(s) and rake appropriate acrion(s). 

Thank you for your interest into the humatle treatment of these animals. 

Sincerely. 

Elizabeth Goldentyer. D_V.M. 
Depmy Administrator 
USDA. APHIS. Animal Care 

An Equal Opporlunlty Provider aJ1d ,Employer 
Obtained by Rise for Animals.

Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/22/2024



From: 
To: 
Subject, 
D.lte; 

[Exten ial Euwl J 

;;nt'fl'lkmci.n .rom 
Glbbeo~. Robert • APHIS: APHlS:1!{111JlillC!re 
[Ext.emal EmailJfEderal Coll\plaint Vanderbilt University 
Mooday, May 31, 2021 11:33:.52 PM 

If this message comes from au unexpttted sende1· or references a ntgue/u.oexpec-ted topk: 
Use caution bef01>e clicking li11ks 01" opening attachtnentS. 
Please send any concerns or suspiciotis messages to: Sparu.Abuse@usdago\' 

s 

Robert M. Gibbens. D.V.M .. ~ctor. 611,21 
A11ioU1.I Wel£,i-e Opcrntio1u .. USDA-APHJS-Anillllll Ca.re. 
V~ c-owl: roba1.10.gibbe1u@u-.d!l-gov 

=-nimalc&°C@usds.go,· 

Dr. Gibbms. 

Sl3-os058-F--0002n 

1 am cont.acting )"OU repr~ Vanderbilt University (63-R-O 129). As )'<>\1 may know, Vaodetbil1 was inspected b:i 
the USDA on 4127111 (attached). As you may also know. tlm inspection cited V!lll<ktbib for precisely rhe same mtal 
,·iolations which were the bas.is of ow l 12 21 complaint. which was based on Vaudert>ih University co1re-spondcnce (abo 
atta,ched}. l1 i<o aho WlpOftllllt to note th.al dLe citation \Yas oue of the W01e <,enOU~ CRITICAL "'&l~cty, wl'uc.h was alw pet' ont 
l/2l crunplainr (a,·ailable ot: hnps: socnonline.orn \'andctbt.lt--Uni,·~r,if\.•-fedcml-Comphint-l-21.hlml ) 

The 1019'20 rcpon wruc:h was the lllsisof our complaint W1tes:"OnAr1gust 18, 1010, tli, Offit:t' of ,•folmal Wtlfn,t 
Affifrt111N' (OAWA) was notijitd by ,,,, DMslon of Animal CnM (D.,tCj V,tl!rinory Fon11J.J· tlrtlt Ji,·, gulnnt p fgs had dihf 
or l<MTI! , u1l11wlud ns o "'"/1 of fnl/,d ,~nrllator ttsti,1g pMe, durn eo11tlut'ltd on August Ji nnd 18. Thi! Prlndpal 
lnrt-stigator (PI) I"rforining tlrr proelNlurn did ,ro{ nport th" 11nt'Xpl'<'IM d,aths to 1/J, DAC Yrtuinnry Fnr'ulty or lo thr 
IA cc;c. In addition, thr Pl did not C'o,,1munira1, //u, datr, tim,r, or nnlu" of th,• proN!durn to ri1l1rr tlz, DAC Vrt.,rinnry 
Foculo· or V{ii\JC Surglcnt Rts~rdt Training ~aonn~. ,b n C'Onr~r1nu'I!, ob.5,n VJtlon of 1/,., pro~durn b)' o 
.-we,f11orlo11 ,,, 1h, s11rgir-'1I NSl!trl'Ch p,rsof/11,I did not lf«flr trs 01.ulhud 111 1/11! nppn,1•"'1 protorol trJJd rl!'lu lrtd In Sl!parttte 

H•ritrrn .rorrrspondrnc-, from tlu IA CUC lo fir, Pl. " 
11,e USDA inspector also agre-ed with our complaint in that V:u.1derb1h was c ited for "";oJati.og S,c-. 2.38 Mi3t' (/){1) 

Animal Ho11dli11gfo, /nil"" In hontllf'"nll ""imn/$ 1hnll b, don, ns ,:q,etfJriousl,y nntl c-nrffitl(r as p~ibl, in" mnnnt>r 
thnr doe$ t1ot cnuu rrouma, 01•e1'hfating, t«<"Sffl'f' rooli11g, 1"/tm•io,ol ftl'ecSS, p#o'sic-ol /,arm, or u11nt'Ci'ffn" ' dis<'omfoff:" 

It i~ iruportaut to uote thal Vaudn·bilt has now bee.a is!'>-ued ~ K cirations in lhn:eyea1">. with fullybalf of them beiugof 
the mot\! serious variety - eitha critical or din:ct. Thl:'"..c \ ~olation~ iiwolved death1injury 'inadequate care for al least 40 
animals. This makes Vanderbilr one of the rwo m<>st crimino.l lab~ in the entire oarion. I Look fomwd to A seriom; 
USDAAPlilSIAC prosecution o!Vandetbik 1 assume tluu tlte pros~-ution of Vanderbilt will in\'oh-e a pell.31ty ofSl0.000 
per- in.fractio111pet' fillllll&. 

I look fo«watd 10 bcarin! &om you in we nes1 futw'C about the .fute of tlfu facility. 

SLOccn:Iy. 

Attacbmam: 1 Vwdetbilt internal n:port 3 USDA Inspeciioo Repoct~ 

[ 
1081-B S tJ1teRou1e 28 tt280 Milford, OH 45150 

111] 
www.SAENonllne.org 
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Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/22/2024



!13-03058-F--000233 

el 
iii 

Obtained by Rise for Animals.
Uploaded to Animal Research Laboratory Overview (ARLO) on 02/22/2024


