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23-Oct-19 

Processed By: 
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Referred To: 

Forbes / Snow 

Reply Due: 

24-Nov-19 

Facility or Person Complaint Filed Against 

Name: 

AltaSciences Preclinical Seattle LLC 

Customer No.: 

505169 

License No.: 

91-R-0075 

Address: 

6605 Merill Creek Parkway 

Email Address: 

      

City: 

Everett 
State: 

WA 

Phone No.: 

(425) 407-0121 

Complainant Information 

Name: Organization: 

SAEN 

Address: Email Address: 

City: 

Milford 

State: 

OH 

Phone No.: 

How was the Complaint received? 

Email 

Details of Complaint: 

SEE ATTACHED 

Results: 

A Gottingen mini-pig died of circulatory failure resulting from cardiac tamponade during a thoracic 
inlet blood collection procedure on 4/8/19.  Multiple unsuccessful needle insertions were attempted. 
The pig struggled and vocalized during the procedure.       
 
This adverse event was self-reported by the facility to Dr. McKinnie on 4/9/19.  It was evaluated and 
put as an incentive under:  Handling 2.38 (f)(1).   
 
Recommend the complaint be closed. 

Application Kit Provided:  

Yes:                          No:     

Inspector: 

Diane Forbes, DVM 

Date: 

29-Oct-19 

Reviewed By: 

 William W. Snow, D.V.M.  
Date: 

30-Oct-19 

 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)
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Benson, Amy V - APHIS

From:
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2019 3:44 PM
To: Gibbens, Robert - APHIS
Cc: APHIS-AnimalCare
Subject: Official Complaint -- A;tasciences

                                                             
                                             
 
Dr. Robert Gibbens             
   10/21/19 
Director, Western Region  
USDA/APHIS/AC  
2150 Center Ave.  
Building B, Mailstop 3W11  
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117  

Dr. Gibbens,  

I am writing to you today to file an Official Complaint again against Altasciences Preclinical (91-R-0075), for 
clear violations of the Animal Welfare Act which occurred recently.   
 
A confidential Altasciences report states: 
 
"On 08APR2019, a Gottingen minipig (5 months old, male, approximately 9.3 kg) died unexpectedly during 
routine blood collection at approximately 10:00 am. . . .  
 
The technicians were performing the blood collection from the thoracic inlet, starting on the left side of the 
pig, using a 23g 3/4' needle with a 12 ml syringe. . . . 3 - 4 attempts were made on the left side of the animal, 
and one on the right.  At that point, a decision was made to switch roles . . . It was at that point that the 
animal went limp and became unresponsive." 
 
The report goes on to say: 
 
"At necropsy, 35 ml of blood was found in the pericardial sac.  The pathologist stated that probable cause of 
death was due to cardiac tamponade (which puts pressure on the heart and keeps it from filling properly). " 
 
It is quite apparent that this botched procedure caused the death of the animal, and that the mishandling of the 
procedure resulted in a seriously traumatic incident, otherwise the necropsy would not have found 35 ml of 
blood in the pericardial sac.  The inability of Altasciences staff to draw a simple blood sample, without killing 
an animal, must raise questions as to their qualifications and training.  Not only were they unable to obtain the 
blood sample, but they didn't realize that they were compromising the health of this animal until death occurred. 
 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)

&At.IN 
Slap.Anlmal &ploltatlon NOWI 
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This incident clearly violates the Animal Welfare Act potentially violating several different code sections 
including:  
 
Sec. 2.32 Personnel Qualifications  (a) It shall be the responsibility of the research facility to ensure that all 
scientists, research technicians, animal technicians, and other personnel involved in animal care, treatment, and 
use are qualified to perform their duties. This responsibility shall be fulfilled in part through the provision of 
training and instruction to those personnel.  
  
or 
 
Sec. 2.38 Misc (f)(1)Animal Handling of all animals shall be done as expeditiously and 
carefully as possible in a manner that does not cause trauma, overheating, excessive cooling, behavioral stress, 
physical harm, or unnecessary discomfort. 
 
or 
 
Sec 2.31 Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) (d) IACUC review of activities involving 
animals (viii) Personnel conducting procedures on the species being maintained or studied will be appropriately 
qualified and trained in those procedures 
 
This relatively new facility must not be allowed to get away with unnecessarily killing this animal.  Your office 
must establish from the outset that Altasciences will be held to the highest standards and punished severely 
when, as with the death of this pig, they fail so miserably in meeting those standards. 
 
Therefore, I am filing an Official Complaint against Altasciences for a serious violation of the Animal Welfare 
act which resulted in the death of a pig.  I am calling upon your office to open a new case relevant to this 
unnecessary death, and I am also calling upon your office to investigate Altasciences to ascertain whether any 
additional deaths have taken place. 
 
At the conclusion of your investigation, you must prosecute Altasciences to the fullest extent of the law, 
assessing a penalty of $10,000 per infraction/per animal. 
 
 expect that your office will reply to this correspondence within five business days.     
     
Sincerely, 

 

        

  
  

 
Attachments:  1 Confidential Altasciences non-compliance report 
  
 
 

1081-B State Route 28 #280    Milford, OH 45150        513-575-5517        www.SAENonline.org 

 
 
 
 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D)
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Alta sciences Preclin ical Sent ti~ . LLC 

CONFI DENTIAL 

Sum mary and Co rrec t ive/Preve nt ative Acti ons Associa ted W it h 

from 08Apr2019 

I, Sum mary : 

On 08Apr2019, e Gott ir.sen minip ig (S m;>nthsotd , mti!e, 3ppro)dm."1tcly 9.3kg) died 
unexpectedlv during a routine blood .c.<>lh~ctio n at approximately 10:00am. 

11. Findings: 

n ,e blood collect lonw aspe rtu 1111cU b',' w1tl·• c1~ tl, e rcSlf d111er. an d • t.1~ u,e 
technid in perfotm ing the blood collec.11on. Tho technician) we,e pedo rmi ng th e blood 
collection from the thoracic. inlet, sta,tlng on the left side or the pig, using a 23g ¼" needle with 
a 12ml syrinsc. 

Tne anlmal was not act ng anv dlfferen:ly fro m any of the ot her animals but did s.trua.ale 
moderate ly durlr1g the attempts. rhe inima I had S insta nces over G davs of acclimation training 
prior to the attempt (2 tor humM interoction, and 3 tot clicket/W?.'.ltlng). Each time the an mi l 
s1rugglcd, the technician did Mt attempt to ma i1,tah, nei?dl~ inse11io11 du fins the tjmes that the 
an!mal was struggllni, rather, the technician remo\1ed the needle when the anlm:31 struggled. 
n 1c animal was given bteak.$ to settle down in between attempts . rhe MiMal v0<alize<l some, 
but not out of the ordinary 3nd brc.>thing was norm.1I. ~3.4 attempts were made on the left 
side of the an!mat and one on the tight. At 1hat point , a dedslon was made to switch roles, and 

~ Itched postt1ons w ith • It was at tha1 point that the animal wen I limp and became 
untesponsivo, Th(I ent i,e sequence of events took .-ippro>dtnal l"lv l O minutes. 

Ill. Assessment: 

Bot h U!Chniclans are very proficient In the ptocedure. and. is also a tra i ner for thli proce:l ure. 
This tethnl~ lJ!! ls routinely performed at the faclllty, ~nd unt U now , w ithou t .>ny incidents, On 
the day of the incident, .ar. who is also a lead ual1ler in this ptocedure was 

observing prio r to a11Cf aft er u,e incident. - " .as not ptes.ent .at the time of the incident but had 
nott>d tha t the t 'A.IO l~chnidans wete work ing very ~II together and wer e vcrv skill e-d at the 

procedure. He had f!O concrnns about the procedure. 

At necropsy, 35rnl. of blood wc1s found in the per icardi a ! sac. The patholog ist stated that 
probable cause of death was due to civciiac !amp0nade (which puu pressu,e on the he:irt And 
keep~ it from filling properly). Upon initial inspe-ction, thete was r.o trauma to any tissue or 
blood vessels fou nd in the thorac ic inlet region to ind icate th at the vo lume of blood was du~ to 
a tor n vessel. 

It waS, noted !hat t he technicians stancd on the left side of the ned:. Acco rdirlg 10 
rccon mC!ndations from •••••••• (a, vendor for research swine), the nght side of tht 
neck is the preferred $ide (or blood co llect ions. The nerves (vag-al .md recur rent ~, -ynge.il 
nerves) on le lt side <if the neck are mo re prev ~lent . 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Alta sciences Precl, n l<al Seat tle, l LC 
CONFIDENTIAL 

IV. Corrective and Prcvcnta:ti\•t Actio ns: 

mmediau.: a<:1io11 was laken by lhe ~tvdy dirccto( lo suspe nd blood collections from the 
tho,.1clc l nle1 unt il an asse~mertt could b~ made . 61ood collectkms al(L"ad•r scheduled are now 
co llected ftom a periphera l vefn, unlcs.s It is a terminal collection. 

Prevent 3tivt actiQns to be 1akc11: 

The SOP for bloori colleclions will be update d: 
o l im it the blood collection att empts to 3 per techn ician. Suitt are cvrrenllv 

tra in~d to ooty mak<' thrc-c 11ttcmpu, but it nee<ls to be cla rified tha t the 3 th,ec 
anenp t-s is per technician tno t pe, site) 1tr1d will be formaliu;d in the SOP. 

o li mit the blood coltect ion procedu, e to 0,11v the riaht sioe o r the pig, unle~s it is 

~ terminal collection. 
Obcvss v;ith technician!. the ;u,ato my of the area, 1nclud1ng nearb y 
\'C 11-S, nerves and arteties . 
o,aw from lhe cranial vena cava only wh en nec:~s:i<lly (e.g. bloocl 
\'O vme) . 

Recomme nded tt.1!nlne exercise: Oiscoss the I im~ Out camp3ign with sutt. cou .k! t 'lis 
animal ha"e used a time ovf? Oid the blood ccllectioo o<:ed to b,e drawn th!t day, ud 
at that time, or could it h.ive waited? 
P.c\liew ond revite the acclimat ion tra ining requ irements for $wine prior to a blood 
collcctiori in the lllQfadt ,ntet. 

V. Fln.>I Anima l We lfare Incid ent Rep ort Sign atu res 

Date 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Obtained by Rise for Animals. Uploaded 07/07/2020


