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PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive - MSC 7982 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-7982 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

May 23,2018 

Alka Chandna, Ph.D. 
Senior Researcher 
People for Ethical Treatment of Animals 
501 Front Street 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510 

Via e-mail: AlkaC@peta.org 

Dear Dr. Chandna, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Telephone: (30 I) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (JO I) 402-7065 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) has completed its investigation of your February 
28, 2018 allegation of noncompliance with the PHS Policy bn Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. The following findings were made: 

The matter was self-reported by the institution the following morning on March I, 2018. 

Ten nonhuman primates were inadvertently given the wrong antiretroviral drug for five 
months because the wrong drug was ordered from the supplier. This incorrect drug has been 
used as a neuroprotectant. 

There was confusion on the part of the laboratory staff and the supplier due to similarities in 
the names of the drugs/abbreviations and the wrong one was shipped. 

There were no adverse effects exhibited by the primates. 

All of the animals were euthanized during the course of the experiment as an approved part of 
the protocol. 

The immediate action taken upon discovery consisted of the Principal Investigator notifying 
the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee and directing the laboratory staff to stop 
using the incorrect drug. 

A standard operating procedure was developed by the laboratory to ensure that all drugs are 
validated before using in animals. 

The correct drug was received and the study continued according to the approved protocol. 

At the request of the Institutional Official, two external experts will review the procedures for 
handling drugs used in animals to ensure best practices are being employed. 

A special team was created to enhance the expertise, training, and skill of staff providing care 
and use of nonhuman primates. 
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I'age :! · Dr C '/wndnu 

M<1F:!3. 2018 

OLA W accepted the institutional actions taken to correct and prevent this situation and has closed the 
inquiry. No further action will be taken in this matter. Thank you for your interest in animal welfare. 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive - MSC 7982 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-7982 

Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

May 23, 2018 

Dr. Jennifer Larsen 
Vice Chancellor for Research 
Louise and Morton Degen Professor 
of Internal Medicine 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
987878 University Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, NE 68 I 98-7878 

Dear Dr. Larsen, 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Telephone: (301) 496-7163 

Facsimile: (30 I) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3294-0 I (OLA W Case 2F) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your May 22, 2018 letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, following up on an initial telephone report on 
March I, 2018. According to the information provided, OLA W understands that ten nonhuman primates 
inadvertently received the wrong antiretroviral drug for five months because the wrong drug was ordered 
from the supplier. The laboratory staff failed to verify which drug was being ordered and there was also 
confusion at the vendor due to similarities between the drug names/abbreviations. There were no adverse 
effects exhibited by the primates and all were euthanized during the course of the experiment as an 
approved part of the protocol. 

The immediate action taken upon discovery consisted of the Principal Investigator notifying the 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) and directing the laboratory to stop using the 
incorrect drug. A standard operating procedure was developed by the laboratory to ensure that all drugs 
are validated before using on animals. The correct drug was received and the study continued according to 
the approved protocol. The IACUC directed the laboratory to clearly label all drugs and to carefully 
validate all drugs when ordering, receiving, and prior to use. Detailed information about the drug must be 
in place. The Institutional Official (IO) invited two external experts to review the procedures for handling 
drugs used in animals to ensure best practices are being employed. The IO also asked the IACUC to assess 
whether the current policies for determining training and experience of staff working with primates are 
adequate. A special team was created to enhance the expertise, training, and skill of staff providing care 
and use of nonhuman primates. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLA W understands that measures have been implemented to 
correct and prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the IA CUC to 
comply with the PHS Policy. Note that on February 28, 2018, OLA W was contacted by the People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals about this matter and our assessment will be shared with this organization. 
for completeness of the file, please provide the recommendations from the pharmacologies handling 
subject matter experts as well as any other policy changes. We appreciate having been informed about this 
matter and find no cause for further action by this Office. 
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cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

John Bradfield, D.V.M., Ph.D., Director, Comparative Medicine 
Jennifer Schermerhorn, GMS, NIDA O
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NeoiasKa 
Medical Center 

Date: May 22, 2018 

Axel V. Wolff, M.S., D.V.M., 
Director, Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 
Rockledge 1, Suite 360, MSC 7982 
6705 Rockledge Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892�7982 

RE: IACUC Case #2018-01 • Final Report 

Dear Dr. Wolff: 

OFFICE OF THE VICE CHANCELLOR FOR RESEARCH 

I am submitting this report in accordance with the requirements of the PHS Policy at 
IV.F.3. The IACUC has reviewed the incident described in this report and determined it 
was reportable to OLAW. 

1. Animal Welfare Assurance Number: A3294-01 
2. Grant or Contract Number: NIH 5R01DA043164-02 

3. Species: Nonhuman primates 
4. Effects on Programmatic or Physical Areas: NA 
5. Explanation of the Situation: 

a. The Principal Investigator (Pl) discovered that one of three antiretroviral 
medications that were being administered to Nonhuman Primates (NHPs) as 
approved in the protocol was not the correct drug, but rather a drug with the 
same drug abbreviation/ initials. The error was suspected by laboratory 
personnel after it was noticed that the molecular weight listed on the bottle label 
was not correct for the intended drug. 

b. The Pl also adminstered the look..:alike drug once, in two animals on a separate 
NHP protocol, in order to confirm the presence of the intended drug. This 
protocol was approved to assess pharmacokinetics and safety parameters of 
candidate nanoART formulations in macaques. One of the expected drugs was 
not found, and the negative result contributed to the further investigation by the 
lab that one of the three antlretroviral drugs was not received. 

c. The animals animals on the original study had received the incorrect drug in an 
anti�retroviral combination for approximately 5 months. Upon discovery, the Pl 
immediately contacted the IACUC and instructed the lab to discontinue 
administration of the incorrect drug. It should be noted that the incorrect drug 
has been used as a neuroprotectant. 

d. None of the animals exhibited adverse signs that could be linked to the drug. 
The original experiment involved 1 O NHP macaques that were euthanized during 
the course of the study according to approved experimental and humane end 

987878 Nebraska Medical Center I Omaha, NE 68198-7878 

402-559-8490 I FAX 402-559-8445 / www.unmc.edu/research/ 
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points, and in consultation with clinical veterinarians. The decision to euthanize 
was based solely on criteria described in the approved protocol not because of 
any potential ill health effects from the inadvertent administration of the incorrect 
drug. 

e. During preliminary investigation, the Pl explained that the drug mix up happened 
after a quote was requested from the a drug company in 2016 using the correct 
GAS (Chemical Abstracts Service) number and drug name. However, the quote 
returned by the company was for the incorrect drug and did not include the CAS 
number. The laboratory staff assumed that follow up correspondence was for the 
correct drug because their request listed the drug name and CAS number, even 
though only the abbreviated name/ initials were used by the company. When the 
drug was sent, the company had identified it with only the abbreviated name/ 
initials and catalogue number. The Pl agreed that the lab staff should have 
validated the drug by looking for all the identifying information, Including the 
GAS number which was not included, not just the abbreviation/ initials upon 
arrival. He had already established a standard operating protocol for the lab to 
validate all drugs to be administered to animals would be when received. The Pl 
concluded that he had received the correct drug and would complete the study 
using the correct drug as well as plans to fully disclose the study details in any 
future publications. 

f. The IACUC Executive Committee then met and discussed the findings of the 
investigation about the reported incident, Including the separate investigation provided 
by the Protocol Assessment Liaison (PAL) to verify the details given by the Pl. After 
reviewing all the information provided, the consensus of the executive committee was 
that the lab had a reasonable expectation to believe they had received the right drug and 
then administered what they believed was the correct drug, and that there was no 
evidence that the drug caused any adverse health effects to the animals. The committee 
agreed that the Pl should continue the study according to the approved protocol but 
continued the Investigation to confirm all of the steps described before and after the 
incident. They also determined that the full IACUC should be informed about the 
incident at the next scheduled meetlng. 

g. At the fully convened IACUC meeting the AV provided a summary of the incident and 
informed the IACUC of the ongoing investigation with plans to report those to the 
committee when it was complete. 

h. After all the information was assembled an IACUC subcommittee was scheduled to 
review the incident and all IACUC members were invited to attend. The IACUC 
subcommittee's recommendation, after intensive review, was that animal welfare was 
not jeopardized. Nevertheless, the incident was verbally reported to OLA.W, the USDA 
and AAALAC International. 

6. Actions Taken by the IACUC/ 10: 

a. The committee determined that additional preventative/corrective action was required of 
the Pl/lab: 
1) Personnel must ensure that all drugs are labeled clearly with accurate 

identifying information to prevent any additional mix ups. 
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2) A written plan to validate drugs when ordering , receiving , and prior to 
administration must be implemented. This plan should Include the fo llowing 
information for each d rug: 

i .  Chemical Name 

i i .  CAS Number 

iii . Molecu lar Formula 

iv. Formula Weigh t  

v.  Quantity 

vi. Name and Signature of Person Validating 

b. Per the I nstitut ional Official ( 1 0), the following actions were requested in 
response to incident. 
1) The IACUC eva luated all correspondence between the university and the 

drug company to understand how and when miscommunication occurred that 
led to purchase and del ivery of the incorrect drug . 

i. The Protocol Assessment Liaison (PAL) contacted the company that provided 
the drug and during discussion the company representative was able to access 
correspondence associated with the original quote and order request. This 
correspondence matched the documentation previously provided by laboratory 
personnel. The company representative agreed that there was a 
miscommunication during the quote and order process. Research personnel did 
request a quote and then provided the company with the correct GAS number 
and drug name. The company representative acknowledged receipt of the drug 
information and indicated that he would update the quote, but did not validate 
the CAS number. The incorrect drug was shipped. 

2) The Office of Vice Chancellor for Research invited two external experts to review 
institutional practices for the procurement, labelling , storage, handling , and 
administration of pharmacologies used in animal research and to recommend best 
practices that the IACUC will develop and disseminate to UNMC Investigators. 

i. The review was completed on April 161\ 2018 and the final report is pending. 

3) The IACUC should re-evaluate its current policy and process for confirming 
experience and/or training of staf f  performing procedures and/or working with  
nonhuman primates and augment tha t  process as necessary. 

i. A committee was formed to eva luate the verification of personnel 
qualifications and the t raining program, and recommendations are being 
developed. 

4) The Chief Compliance Officer, with the Associa te Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs separately reviewed IACUC policies and procedures, and 
the events involved in the incident to determine if anything more should be 
done to prevent episodes like th is in the future, beyond those already 
formulated by the IACUC and the research personnel. Once the report of the 
outside consultants is received, they wi l l  meet with the Chancellor and 10 .  
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

5)  A N H P  ca re team was created to furthe r  enhance the expe rt i se ,  tra i n i ng  and  
sk i l l  of a ded icated team of personne l  invo lved with ca re and  resea rch 
i nvolvi n g  nonhu man p ri mates .  Th i s  dedi cated ca re tea m coord i nates ,  
performs ,  and provi des ove rs igh t  of p rocedu res involv ing non-h u m a n  
pri mates . 

7 .  I mpleme ntation  Sched u l e :  
a .  A l l  co rrect ive/preve ntative actions  have been comp le ted . 

If yo u have any qu estions  o r  requ i re any  further  i n fo rmat ion , p lease do  not hesitate to 
contact me.  

Jen n ife r Larsen , MD 
I n st i tut iona l  Officia l ,  
U n ive rsity o f  Neb raska Med ical  Cente r 
Vice Chance l l o r  for Research  
Louise and Morton Degen P rofessor of I n terna l Medici ne  
Ad m in istra tive Assistant: @u n mc .ed u )  
P H  
FAX 
ema i l :  jla rse n@u n m c .ed u 

cc: Robert G .  Ben nett , P h . D . ,  IACUC Executive Cha i r  

John  F .  B radfie ld , D .V. M . ,  P h . D . Attend ing  Vete ri n ar ian/D i rector Compa rat ive 
Med ic ine 

O
b

ta
in

ed
b

y
R

is
e

fo
r

A
n

im
al

s.
U

p
lo

ad
ed

07
/0

7/
20

20



(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 

Sent: 

OLAW Divis ion of Comp l iance Oversig ht (NIH/OD) 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 6:06 AM 
To: Bradfield, John F 

Cc: 

Subject: 

OLAW Divis ion of Compl iance Oversig ht (NIH/OD) 

RE: U of Nebraska F ina l  report 2018-01 

Tha n k  you fo r subm itt ing th is  fi n a l  re port, John .  I w i l l  send a response sho rt ly .  
Axe l 

From : Bradfie ld, John F [ma i l to :jo hn . bradfie l d@unmc.ed u]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4 :08 PM 
To : O LAW Divis ion of Compl iance Oversight ( N I H/OD) <o lawdco@od .n ih .gov> 
Cc:.._ __________ �unmc.ed u> 
Subject: U of Nebraska F ina l  report 2018-01 

Dea r Dr Wolff (Axel ) ,  

Attached is a fina l  report of an  an ima l  ca re a nd use investigat ion conducted by the Un iversity of Nebraska Med ica l 
Cente r. You may reca l l  that we ca l led and reported a p re l im ina ry report. Th is  is a fo l low-up to the previous 
report .  P lease let us know if you have any questions, and I hope al l  is we l l  with you !  

Tha nks fo r you r  review and  cons iderat ion, 

John  

J o h n  Bradfield,  DVM, P h D  

Director 
Comparative Medicine 
Un ive rsity of Nebraska Med ical Center 
9858 1 0  Nebraska Medical Center I Omaha ,  NE 681 98-58 1 0  

F 
john .bradfield@unmc.edu 

The information in this e-mail may be privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the addressee(s) 
above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail by 
mistake, please delete it and immediately contact the sender. 
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(b) (6)

Initial Report of Noncompliance 

By: {)�J 

Date : 3 / ( / I 8 
l I 

Name of Person reportin 
Telephone # :  
Fax #: 
Email : 

Time: g ,  2 0  

Name of Institution: l)ej l 1.{i{v�� fk.,lL�_,-( � 
Assurance number: 

· 
1 7

, 2 Cf '-I 

Did incident involve PHS funded activity? '/e.$ 
Funding component: JJ , D ;t-
\Vas funding component contacted (if necessary) : __ _ 

Projected plan and schedule for correction/prevention (if known) : 
, /  ' , _  ..,-- J ' --, ' t- 1 ·  , ' 
Vt, !,, '-/-- · )  tl\.l\. t '-t] ... ,.,� r-v�v .,..__c:__ - , ., L ...: 1..-< .,,.�/ r / J!..-U .. A

t"
V I o--.,...,__, ' ,  . .  ' '  ._'L  L,.,-:t. a 

( f · r <..- ? c,.i .. t ..,,t.-v-- [ ,j) -'},v t.,--0-- '- e CA '-(.(-,wl-o/ ' 

Projected submission to OLA W of final report from Institutional Official : 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Case # -----
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 2:01 PM 

Schermerhorn, Jen (NIH/NIDA) [El 

Cc: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 

Subject: RE: Information for grant SR01DA043164; PI- Howard Fox 

Thank  you for this communication, Ms. Schermerhorn. The institution has a l ready contacted OLAW about this matter 
and we have started a case fi le .  If you would l ike a copy of OLA W's response upon completion of the case, I would be 
happy to forward it to you .  

Axe l Wolff, M .S., D.V.M . .  
Deputy Directo r, OLAW 

From: Schermerhorn, Jen (N IH/N IDA) [E) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 1:45 PM 
To: CLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (N IH/OD) <olawdco@od.n ih .gov> 
Subject: FW: Information for grant 5R01DA043164; Pl- Howard Fox 

Good Afternoon, 

I am writing to ensure OLAW was notified of a potentia l an imal  re lated issu·e .  Please see below. If you need any 

add it ional information or I can be of assistance, do not hesitate to contact me.  

Thank  you, 

9-�J..- �� 
Grants Management Specia l ist 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (N IDA) 
6001 Executive Blvd . 
Suite 4237B, MSC 9550 
Rockvi l le, MD 20852 
Phone: 301-827-6704 
schermerhornj@mai l .n ih .gov 

Doing human subjects research? 

There are new forms and updated appl ication information 

PHS Human Subjects and Clinical Trials Information Form Walk-through 

From: Larsen, Jennifer L [mai lto:jla rsen@unmc.edu) 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2018 2 :23 PM 
To: Fox, Howard S <hfox@unmc.edu>; Schermerhorn, Jen (N IH/N IDA) [E) <jen.schermerhorn@nih .gov> 
Cc: Puroh it, Vishnudutt (N IH/N IDA) [E) <vpuroh it@nida.n ih .gov>; Buch, Shi lpa <sbuch@unmc.edu>; Byrareddy, Siddappa 

N .  (siddappa .n . byrareddy@P.mory.edu) <siddappa .n . byrareddy@emory.edu> 
Subject: Re: Information for grant SR01DA043164; Pl- Howard Fox 

Correct, OLAW and USDA were contacted Thursday March 1. 
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(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)

I n st itut iona l  Officia l, An ima l  Welfa re, UNMC  

Jennifer L .  Larsen , MD 
Vice Chancel lor for Research 
Louise and Morton Degen Professor of Internal Med icine 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Administrative Assistant: @u nmc.edu) 
PH 

FAX 

email :  jla rsen@unmc. edu 

From : " Fox, Howard S" <hfox@un mc .edu>  

Date: Monday, Ma rch 5, 2018 a t  12 : 15 PM 

To: "Schermerhorn, J e n  (N I H/N I DA) [E ] " <je n .schermerhorn@n i h .gov>, " Larsen, Jenn ifer  L" 

<jl a rsen@un mc .edu> 

Cc :  " Pu roh it, Vishn udutt ( N I H/N IDA) [ E] "  <vpu roh it@n id a . n i h .gov>, " Buch,  Sh i l pa"  <sbuch@u n m c.edu>, 

" Byrareddy, Siddappa N . (s i d d appa . n . byra red dy@emory. edu ) "  <si d d appa . n . byra reddy@emory. edu>  

Subject: Re :  I nformation for grant 5R01DA043 164; P l - Howard Fox 

Than k  you .  OLAW has  been notified, and  I have copied our i n stitutiona l  offic ia l ,  Dr. La rsen ,  to be sure. 

Howard 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 5 ,  2018, at 11 :43 AM, Schermerhorn, Jen ( N I H/N IDA) [E ]  <jen . schermerhorn@n i h .gov> wrote : 

Non-UNMC emai l  

Good Afte rnoon V is hnu, 

The P i s  wi l l  need to have the inst itut iona l  offic ia ls  notify OLAW for fu rther gu ida nce on  th i s  i ssue .  

Vis h nu- p lease notify you r  b ra nch chief so that the Communicat ions  office ca n prepa re if needed . 

Tha nk  you, 

9� .1-.. �� 
Gra nts Ma nagement  Specia l ist 
Nat iona l  I nst itute on D rug Abuse ( N I DA) 
6001 Executive B lvd . 
Su ite 42378, MSC 9550 
Rockvi l le, MD 20852 
Phone :  301-827-6704 
sche rmerho rnj@ma i l . n i h .gov 
Doing human  subjects resea rch?  <image00l . p ng> 

There are new forms and updated a pp l icatio n i nformation 

PHS Human Su bjects and C l in ica l Tria ls I nformation Form Walk-th rough 
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(b) (6)

From: Puroh it, Vishnudutt ( N I H/N IDA) [E] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 1 1 :51 AM 
To: Schermerhorn, Jen ( N I H/N IDA) [E] <jen . schermerhorn@n ih .gov> 
Subject: I nformation for grant SR01DA043 164; P l - Howard Fox 

Hi Jenn ife r: 

Rega rd ing some potent i a l  i ssue with P ETA 

FY I a nd advice .  

Vis hnu 

From: Fox, Howard S [ma i lto : hfox@unmc.edu ]  
Sent: Wednesday, Feb rua ry 28 ,  2018 11 : 37 PM 
To: Puroh it, Vishnud utt ( N I H/N I DA) [E ]  <vpu roh it@n ida . n i h .gov> 
Cc : Buch, Shi lpa <sbuch@unmc.ed u>; Byra reddy, S iddappa <sid . byra reddy@u nmc .edu> 
Subject: I nformation for grant  SR01DA043164 

Hi Vishnu .  As contact P is, I have some important information rega rd ing th is  study (The bra in  as a S IV 
reservoir  under suppressive cART potentiat ion by drugs of a buse ) .  
As  part of  the  an ima l  stud ies, we a re treating SIV- infected an ima ls  with combination ant i retrovira l  
therapy (tenofovir TFV, emtric itab ine FTC, and do lugetravir DTG ) .  Unfortunate ly, i nstead o f  do l utegravir 
(DTG) the drug we were admin istering was labeled DTG but was in  fact 1,3-Di-(2-tolyl )guan id ine, a d rug 
that acts on the s igma receptor. The other  two ant i retrovira ls  were indeed given .  
Upon rea l iz ing th i s  we stopped that  d rug a nd reported it to  our veter inary staff and the IACUC. We 
supp l ied all info rmat ion to the IACUC ( incl ud ing vira l  loads, d rug leve ls  measured by mass spec, 
commun ica.t ion, and other information ) .  I am do ing most of the commun icat ion, a s  it was my group that 
procured the d rugs. The IACUC determ ined today that as  there was no evidence that an ima ls  were 
ha rmed and that "th is concern d id not constitute reportab le noncompl ia nce, but at the same t ime 
recogn ized that an  inadvertent error  had been made by the l ab  and R&D Systems .  I n  add it ion the 
subcommittee requested that a correct ive/preventative act ion pla n be imp lemented immed iately." Th is 
was their recommendat ion to be made to our institutiona l  officia l , who wil l make the fina l  
determ inat ion of act ion and report ing .  
Unfortunate ly someone today notified the loca l newspaper, c la im ing to be from PETA, with some of the 
information but a lso with some incorrect information .  Our attend ing vete rina ri an  wi l l  make OLAW and 
the USDA aware of th is  a l l, and we wi l l  cont inue our i nternal process. We a re meeting with the reporter 
tomorrow, and fu l ly  expect this to lead to a story, and not at a l l  sure what wil l happen regard ing PETA. 
But wanted to make you aware, a nd happy to chat, supply a ny add itiona l  i nformat ion now, as wel l  as 
keep you informed as th is deve lops. 
Howard Fox (on behalf of the other m u lt ip le-Pis, Sh i l pa Buch and Sid Byra reddy) 

Howard S .  Fox, M.D.,  Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Dean of Research and Development, College of Medicine 
Professor and Executive Vice Chair, Department of Pharmacology and Experimental Neuroscience 
Director of the Center for Integrative and Translational Neuroscience 
phone : 

Please contac _____ for appointments and administrative matters: 
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The information in this e-mail may be privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of 
the addressee(s) above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is prohibited. If 
you have received this e-mail by mistake, please delete it and immediately contact the sender. 

The information in this e-mail may be privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the addressee(s) 
above. Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail by 
mistake, please delete it and immediately contact the sender. 
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February 28, 20 1 8  

Brent Morse, DVM 
Acting Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Via e-mail : Rrent.Morse(wn ih . gov 

Dear Dr. Morse : 

I am writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
and our more than 6.5 million members and supporters to request that the Office 
of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) investigate disturbing allegations 
regarding the mistreatment of nonhuman primates at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center (UNMC; PHS Assurance D 1 6-00 1 89, A3294-0 1 ), located at 
985 8 1 0  Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, Neb. If true, the allegations suggest 
potential noncompliance with the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care 
and Use of Laboratory Animals (PHS Pol icy) and the Guide for the Care and Use 
of Laboratory Animals (the Guide). 

PET A was recently contacted by an anonymous insider at UNMC who informed 
us that about four weeks ago, at least five monkeys died when a technician 
injected the incorrect antiretrovirals into SIV-infected monkeys. As many as 1 2  
monkeys may have been injected with the incorrect antiretrovirals. It appears that 
the incorrect compound was used to prepare the injections. The compound that 
should have been used would have decreased the viral loads, but instead, the 
virus kept on multiplying at high levels . This resulted in some "pathology around 
the skull ." It is unclear whether the error was made by a technician or by a person 
ordering the reagent--or whether a series of careless mistakes had been 
committed. The problem may also have stemmed from the pH of the injections. 
However, the insider maintains that using the incorrect reagent repeatedly was 
reckless. 

The monkeys who were subjected to the faulty injections were being used in 
Principal Investigator Howard S. Fox's experimental protocol, "The Brain as a 
SIV Reservoir Under Suppressive Cart Potentiation by Drugs of Abuse," which 
is supported by the N ational I nstitute of Drug Abuse. In this protocol, Fox 
administers different drugs of abuse-including methamphetamines and 
opiates-to SIV-infected monkeys and then treats the monkeys with anti
retroviral treatments. 

While the alleged monkey deaths indicate UNMC's failure to avoid or minimize 
"discomfort, distress, and pain" to animals, in noncompliance with principles 
endorsed by the Guide, the error(s) made by the employees involved in ordering, 
formulating, and/or injecting the antiretroviral further suggest UNMC's  failure to 
ensure that personnel conducting procedures are qualified to perform their duties, 
in noncompliance with the Guide. 
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(b) (6)

We also understand that in a separate laboratory at UNMC, two monkeys were used in lymph 
node biopsies ; but the wounds are not healing properly and the stiches are coming undone. The 
insider believes this is either because the sutures may have been knotted incorrectly or because 
personnel failed to adequately monitor the monkeys following the biopsies . If accurate, either 
scenario suggests failure to comply with the Guide. 

We urge you to investigate the claims summarized in this letter and, if the claims are 
substantiated, take swift action to ensure that UNMC implements measures to prevent recurrence 
of the alleged problems. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 
for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Alka Chandna, Ph.D. 
Chief, Laboratory Case Management 
Laboratory Investigations Department 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

or AlkaC@peta.org. Thank you 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [El 
Tuesday, March 06, 2018 1:20 PM 
'Dr. Alka Chandna' 

Subject: RE: Concerns regarding treatment of nonhuman primates at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center: 

He l lo Dr. Chand na, 

OLAW acknowledges receipt of your letter dated February 28, 201 8. We will investigate the al legations and take 
any appropriate actions. 

Regards, Brent Morse 
Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Acting Director 
Division of Compl iance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National I nstitutes of Health 

Please note that this message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recipient(s) only and may conta in 
confidential, protected or privileged info rmation that should not be d istributed to unauthorized ind ividuals. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender. 

From: Dr. Alka Chandna [mailto:AlkaC@peta .org] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 9:24 PM 
To: Morse, Brent (N IH/OD) [E] <morseb@mai l .n ih.gov> 
Subject: Concerns regarding treatment of nonhuman primates at the University of Nebraska Medical Center: 

Dear Dr. Morse, 

I hope this correspondence finds you well. Please find attached a letter from PET A, summarizing our concerns 
related to the treatment of nonhuman primates at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, as alleged to us by 

a university insider. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Alka Chandna 

Alka Chandna, Ph.D. 
Chief, Laboratory Case Management 
Laboratory Investigations Department 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
1 536 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036 

The more we learn of the true nature of non-human animals, especially those with complex brains and conesponding complex social 
behavior. the more eth ical concerns are raised regarding their use in the service of man -- whether this be in entertainment, as "pets," 
for food, in research laboratories, or any of the other uses to which we subject them. - Dr. Jane Goodall 
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