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FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive - MSC 7982 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-7982 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

December 4, 201 7 

Dr. Mark Taubman 
CEO, URMC and UR Dentistry 
Dean, School of Medicine and Dentistry 
University Vice President for Health Sciences 
University of Rochester 
60 l Elmwood A venue- Box 706 
Rochester, NY 14642 

Dear Dr. Taubman, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 208 I 7 
Telephone: (30!) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A3292-01 [OLA W Case 1 T] 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 15, 2017 
letter reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at the University of Rochester. According to the information provided, OLA W understands that 
an animal care technician failed to provide food and water to several cages of mice resulting the demise of 
a breeding mouse pair and its litter as a result of food and water deprivation. It was not stated whether the 
associated animal activity was PHS funded. 

The corrective actions consisted of immediately providing food and water to the remaining mice and 
increasing health monitoring for these animals. The responsible technician was reprimanded, retrained and 
placed on probation with enhanced oversight by his immediate supervisors. 

The establishment and application of policies and practices that are consistent with the provisions of the 
PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals at the University of Rochester are 
commendable and avoid the perception of a double standard. We appreciate having been informed about 
this matter and find no cause for further action by this Office. 

cc: JACUC Chair 

Neera V. Gopee, DVM, PhD, DACLAM, DABT 
Animal Welfare Program Specialist 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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