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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive - MSC 7982 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-7982 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

November 16, 201 7 

Dr. James Tomasek 

Vice President for Research 

The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 

1000 Stanton L. Young Blvd, Room 121 
Oklahoma City, OK 73117 

Dear Dr. Tomasek, 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 208 I 7 
Telephone: (301) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
A3165-01 [OLAW Case Y] 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 3, 2017 letter 

reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center (OUHSC), following up on an initial 

telephone notification on October 30, 2017. According to the information provided, OLA W understands 
that twenty eight adult and three neonatal mice were inappropriately euthanized by a research associate 

who failed to assure death following carbon dioxide asphyxiation, contrary to IACUC policies and the 
recommendations of the AVMA Guidelines on Euthanasia: 2013 Edition. Animal care personnel 

immediately reported the noncompliance to the research associate and program veterinarian. All animals 

were promptly euthanized in accordance with institutional policies by animal care staff and the program 

veterinarian immediately halted the responsible research associate's approval to work with animals. An 

IACUC subcommittee assigned to investigate the incident, noted that the research associate has been 

noncompliant in the past and failed to complete required remedial training. The associated animal activity 

in question was not PHS supported. 

The corrective actions consisted of the following: 

(I) Rescinding the responsible research associate's animal use privileges at OUHSC. 

(2) Revoking the Principal Investigator's laboratory as an authorized animal procedure location and 

requiring that all future animal work be conducted in procedure rooms within the institution's 

vivarium. 

(3) The Principal Investigator submitting an amendment to the protocol to include a comprehensive 

description of the euthanasia methods, inclusive of the procedures used to assure death in mice of 
all ages. 

(4) Mandating that all new animal users listed on the Principal Investigator's approved protocols 

complete the hands-on mouse techniques workshop. 

Your prompt and thorough resolution of this matter is commendable and consistent with the PHS 
philosophy of monitored self-regulation. We appreciate having been informed about this matter and find 

no cause for further action by this Office. 
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PaKe 2 - Dr. Tomusek 

Novt!111her 16, 2017 

OLA W Cose A3 l 65-Y 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

Neera V. Gopee, DVM, PhD, DACLAM, DABT 

Animal Welfare Program Specialist 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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Secondary Individual
Secondary Individual
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Phone Number
Phone Number

Phone: I 
-======___, 

Fax: .... I ____ ___, 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including any attachments, contains information from The University of 

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, which may be confidential or privileged. The information is intended for the use 
of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient be aware that any review, disclosure, 
copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in 

error, please notify the sender immediately by "reply to sender only" message and destroy all electronic and hard 
copies of this communication, including attachments. 
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