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Home l'nge: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

December 3, 2019 

Dr. Todd Sherer 
Interim Vice President for 
Research Administration 
Emory University 
1599 Clifton Road, NE, 4th Floor 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322-1599 

Dear Dr. Sherer, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~ (301) 496-7163 
~ : (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3 l 80-0l (OLAW Case SE) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 27, 2019 
letter reporting a noncompliance with the PHS Policy on the Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
at Emory University. Your letter supplements the information provided in the initial email report on June 
I 0, 2019 . According to the information provided it is understood that on March 23, 2019 eight mice were 
found dead in an animal room. It is believed that the mice died of dehydration since they were new to auto­
water and learning to drink from a lixit. The DAR work study student assigned to perfonn room checks 
failed to do so on March 22, 2019. The animals were assigned to a PHS-funded activity. 

The corrective and preventive actions consisted of DAR coaching the student on the importance of 
reporting absences immediately so that animal areas will be covered by other personnel. Buddy checks are 
being strictly enforced if/when needed . DAR Animal care supervisors check rooms each day to ensure the 
animal care technician has tended the rooms and signed off on the daily room activity log. 

OLA W believes that the corrective and preventive measures put in place by Emory University are 
consistent with the provisions of the PI-IS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. We 
appreciate being informed of this matter and find no cause for further action by this office. 

cc: IACUC Contact 

Sincerely, 

Brent C. Morse, DVM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

(b)(6) 
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EMGKY Institutional Animal Care am.1 use Committee 

UN I VERS ITY 

November 27, 2019 

Brent Morse DVM 
Acting Director, Division of Compliance 
Oversight Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 
RKL 1, Suite 360, MSC 7982 
6705 Rockledge Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892-7982 
Re: Emory University, Animal Welfare Assurance #A3180-01 

Dear br. Morse, 

The Emory University Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC), through the Institutional 
Official, is reporting the results of an event as required by section IV, F, 3a of the Public Health Service 
Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (PHS Policy). A preliminary report was prov ided via 
email to your office on June 10, 2019. This is the final report regarding the death of 8 mice by the absence 
of DAR work study student. The rodents belonged to a lab that had several NIH grants. They are 
GENFD0001523091, 1US4HL141981-01, 1R01HL141335-01, 1U01CA242109-01, PO1-HL32819, 
1RO1HL138656-01, SF31HL138934-03 and 1DPOD019892-01. Please note that the non-compliance is on 
EU DAR and not the Pl who is on the grants listed. · 

Situation and Assessment · 

On March 22, 2019 a DAR work study student failed to appear to perform animal room checks due to an 
emergency. On March 23, 2019 8 mice in the animal room were found dead. The animals were new to 
auto-water and It is believed that the animals died from dehydration due to learning how to drink from a 
fixit. 

The corrective actions to prevent recurrences are detailed as follows: 

1. EU DAR coached the work study student on the importance of reporting absences immediately 
so that animal areas will be covered by other personnel. 

2. Buddy checks are being strictly enforced through coaching, counseling and disciplinary actions 
if /when needed. 

3. EU DAR Animal care supervisors check rooms each day to ensure the animal care technician has 
tended rooms and signed off on the daily room activity log. 

The IACUC believes its investigation of th is incident was thorough and the corrective actions 
appropriate to prevent a similar occurrence. If you have quest ions regarding this incident, please 
contact me or Dr. Dav'id Martin, Director, IACUC Office. 

Sincerely, 

(b)( 6) 

Interim Vice President for Research Administration 
Emory University 

Cc: Jeff Boatright, IACUC Chair; AAALAC 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [EJ 

From: 
Sent: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Tuesday, December 03, 2019 7:53 AM 

To: (b)(6)QLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) -------
Subject: RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

Thank you for providing this final report. We will send an official response soon. 

Best regards, Brent Morse 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal We lfa re 

National Institutes of Health 

Please note that thls message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recip ient(s) only and may contain 
confidential, protected or privileged information that should not be distributed to unauthorized indiv iduals. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender. 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2019 4:49 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD} <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: (b) (6) 

Subject: RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-0l) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept this final report of the death of mice at Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01). If there are any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Best 
(b)(6) 

This e-mail message (includ ing any attachments) is for the sole use of 
the intendod recipient(s) and may conta in confidential and privileged 
infonnation. If the reade r of this message is not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this message (including any attachments) is stricily 
prohibtted . 

If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the se nder hy reply e-mail message and destroy all copies of the 
original message (includ ing attachmen ts). 

t 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: (b)(6) 

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:35 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight {NIH/OD) 
Cc: Martin, W David; (b) (6) 

Subject: RE: [External] RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

Good morning Dr. Morse , 

We are still collecting information on these open cases. They will be completed within a two week time frame. Thank 
you for reaching out to us. 

Best 
(b)(6) 

From: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD} <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:30 AM 

To: Cb) (6) OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od .nih.gov> 
Cc: Martin, W David <dwmarti@emory.edu> 
Subject: [External] RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-0l} 

We would also like to take this opportunity to coordinate with Emory regarding the 10+ cases opened in June - July 2019 
based on preliminary email reports from your off ice. Please let us know the status of these investigations and your plans 
for submitting final or interim reports to OLAW. Thank you. 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 

Sincerely , Brent Morse 

Please note that this message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recipient(s) only and may conta in 
confidential, protected or privileged information that should not be distributed to unauthor ized individuals . If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender. 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 4:31 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih. gov> 
Cc: CbH6JMartin, W David <dwm art i@emory .edu> 
Subject: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01} 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept this final report of a rodent health and welfare concern at Emory University (Assurance #A3I80-01 ). If 
there are any que stions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

1 

Obtained by Rise for Animals. Uploaded 07/09/2020



Best 
(b)( 6) 

This e-mai l message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of 
the intended reclpient(s) and may contain confidential and privi leged 
informat ion. If the reader of this rnessage is not the Intended 
recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination. distribution 
or copying of this message (including any attachments) is strictly 
prohibited. 

Ir you have received this message in error. please contact 
the sender by reply e-mail message and destroy all copies of the 
origlnal message (including attachments) . 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
. Monday, June 10, 2019 7:51 AM 

To: 
Cc: 

____ (b_H ..... 61:QLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 

Martin, W David 
Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance~ A3180-0l ) 

Thank you for providing this prelim inaty report Dr. Mart in. We will open a case file and await further information. 

Best regards, Brent Morse 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 

Please note that this message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recipient( s) only and may contain 
confidential, protec ted or privileged information that should not be distr ibuted to unauthorized individuals. If you have 

received this message in error , please contact the sender. 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Monday , June 10, 2019 5:31 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: (b)(6)Mart in, W David <dwmarti@emory.edu> 
Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-0l} 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept this preliminary notifi cation of a rodent health and welfare concerns at Emory University (Assurance 
#A3180-0 l) . An incident occurred where two cages of mice (8 altogether) were found dead. The grants associated with 
this protocol are NIH 1U54HL141981-01, 1R01HL141335-01, 0000014757, P0l Hl132819, 1 R0l HL138656-01, 
SF31HL138934-03 and 1DPOD019892-01. Thi s investigation is ongoi ng and corrective a~tions are still being 

completed. A final report will be upcoming. 

W. David Martin PhD, CPIA 
Director, Instit ut ional Animal Care and Use Committee {IACUC) 
Phone: Cb) (6) 

Email: dwmarti@emory.edu 
Internet : http://www.iacuc.emory.edu/ 

This e-mail message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of 
the intended recipienl(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
inlormalion. H the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipien:. you are hereby notified that any dissemination. distribution 
or copying of til ls message (including any allach111ents) is strictly 
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If 1ou have rcce,vcd lhis rness;:igc 111 erro, plcnso contact 

1,1e sen'!c,r bv reply e-1111111 message and o,•5troy all cop,c:; uf °'"' 
or,gaul rncssagH (tr1<,1ud111g ;ilfad,men:s) 
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