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( ~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

~.~ 
FOR US POSTAL SERVIC!Z DEUVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 
Home Page: http://grants .nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

November 22, 2019 

Dr. Todd Sherer 

FOR EXPRESS MAU,: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~ : (301)496-7163 
~ ; (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3180-01 (OLAW Case SG) 

Interim Vice President for Research Administration 
Emory University 
1599 Clifton Road NE - 4th floor 
Atlanta, GA 30322 

Dear Dr. Sherer, 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 13, 2019 
letter reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at Emory University, following up on an initial telephone report on June 20, 20 19. According to 
the information provided, OLA W understands that the same kidney biopsy needle was used in succession 
on two separate nonhuman primates to obtain tissue samples. The sterile needle had been cleaned with 
alcohol between the animals but had not be re-sterilized . 

The corrective actions consisted of counseling the investigator responsible on using aseptic technique. All 
laboratory staff working with primates was retrained on using aseptic technique and on the relevant 
standard operating procedur es. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation , OLA W understands that measures have been implemented to 
prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the institution to comply 
with the PHS Policy. 

cc: IACUC Contact 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M . 
Deputy Director 

(b)(6) 

Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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EMORY 
UN IVERSITY 

No-verl'.iber'13, 2019 

ar~nt M(;·r:~ QVM 

Instituti.ortal An.imal Cim and Use Committee 

A.c;ffng Dlre~or, D.Ms:!o.:n 9.fCQn:iPl.iai;ic.e 
Ov.erstght Off.foe: of t~ borator.y. ;Anf ma I Welfare 
Niltlooc,11 lnstitutes :of H~alth 
R..KL,J, S\ilf•te 36(-l~ MS~ 7~~2· 
:8705 Rocl<l.edge Drive. 
B~tfie~d~, MP. ios9i • 798.2 
RI:!.!: Ei'IJqryUf'.l[Yet~fty, i\9kt1~[Weif~re f\ss11r~nce #~1'8(1-P.1 

The Emory University' ln:sft~utfonal Arlmal Care·ancfli~e·Coi;J'lmih!:!e {IACLJCJ, thtough,the· lnstltti~lqnal 
Officia.l, 1s, h:!p<1r,t;ing th'e fesults. of an J!Vi!'nt as,j'ecj~U,ed by..s~ction IV~ F ,:3a ofthe Public .Health Serv.ite' 
i'.olicy. dn Human~ t are. a.nd Use ofLal:to'rl!tofy A(lltn:t!I~ ( PHS.·Polity). Npr~fiinJn~1\rteJi9rt.wrs pr:ovfdec! .\ila 
emaif. to your: offtce· on June 20-1.2019; This ls.the fln~f·repo.rt regarc:!J~g the use th~ same ·sredl.e n~ecf le Cil) 

two s~p.ara.te:anfi:nals, .. T,he ass.octa.ted NIH~funded graht rs NIH uo1 A1132904,0L 

Sltuatf90_ ~nc:f.As,~sst;i1.en.~ 
O'n May '3, 2019, an,incident o~c..ur.red' where a member of a research laboratory used 't~e same ~er.lie 
Mcin~y hi~P.stneed~~tr:i: perf.otm a kidney bi(.Jp.sy:on tw4 ~!:pa.rate: an·!mals: tne: needle was deaned with 
cilcohol 111 betw.eell uses!hl!t w~snc,~ prop~Ly r~sterllfzed~ 

T:1)¢ coJi;ective·actipns lQ preV:ent rec,un:er1ces~rej :letailed as lollO:ws! 

L The Pl coachedthe re:see·r~her invo(ved.on the·1mp·or1qn,c~ ofase»t~ ~cfr(llq:u~s. 

t Tf.l~ Pf fic1:if.tnE!'resMttJl' group. ~~.~t work on NHP~. µi,lde.rgo:.remedJal tr,aininrf oni aseptic 
t.echfl'tqqes·an,d hadthe.tti r~,rev!ew t!l~ .. 1a:b's:•staYtd"ar~ <>per.itl~g·prc:,~~c.lQi::\!.tfqr ~~~le. 
procedures. 

Tite, JAC(JC believes 'it~ Jnvestlgatlon of this Incident wa.s, tho.r.ougft and ·the corr-e-Otive actton.s 
apµ.roprl~~ tq pl"eyent c1· ~tmilar-_pct.titrence. 1f you. hav¢ q,q!!Sti.o"s re&ardi,rtg 'this lnc!d.eht,, Jjli!ia~e 
tPota,ct. n,e or Qr. bayi'i:t. fy1ariir.,1 Drre~for., 'fA¢UC Office .• 

Slncer;.elv; [ - I --- ,-. (b~)(=6j 

Tod~ rerJ PtiD 
Jntetmt Vice President for Re~ar.ch Adr;n1nistriitioo. 
~r;npr.y•\Jn.i~s!ly 

(!t:J~ff .B.0.,l·trigh~;-IACIJC Chair-; AAALAC 
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Wednesda~ ovember 20, 2019 7:59 AM 

(b)(6) To: 
Cc: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD ) 
Subject: RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180 -01) 

Thank you for these reports, ___ Cb_H_6l We will respond soon. 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 12:59 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: (b) (6l 

Subject: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept these final reports of a 1.) improper toe clipping of mice and protocol violation, 2.) death of lampreys due to 
low tank water and aeration, and 3.) use of the same sterile needle on two separate animals at Emory University 
(Assurance #A3 l 80-0 I). If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Best 
(b)(6) 

This e-mail message (including any attacl1ments) is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and 1m,y contain confidential and privileged 
informat ion. It the reader of this message is not the intended 
recip ient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination. distribution 
or copying of this message (including any attachme nts) is strictly 
proh ibited. 

If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender by reply e-mai l message and destroy all copies of the 
orig inal message (including attachments). 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Friday, June 21, 2019 8:46 AM 

To: .__ ___ Cb_H_,6J.OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 

Cc: Martin , W David 

Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

Thank you for providing this preliminary report Dr. Martin. We have noted the correct ion in animal species. We will 
open a case file and await furth er info rmation . 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Offi ce of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Nation al Institutes of Health 

Best regards, Brent Morse 

Please note that this message and any of its attachments are intended for the named recipient (s) only and may conta in 
confidential, protected or privileged information that should not be distr ibuted to unauthorized individuals. If you have 
received this message in error , please contact the sender. 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent : Thursday, June 20, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight {NIH/OD <olawdco@od.nih.gov> .__- ~= 
Cc: Martin, W David <dwmarti@emory.edu>; (b)(6) 

Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept this correction for the reported incident below. This is a preliminary notification of a non-human primate 
health and welfare concern at Emory University. 

Thank you. 

W. David Martin PhD, CPIA 
Director, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
Phone: Cb) (6) 

Email: dwmarti@emory .edu 

Internet: http://www .iacuc.emory.edu/ 

From: (b)(6) -----Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 10:50 AM 
To: olawdco@od.nih.gov 
Cc: Martin, W David <dwm art i@emory.edu>; .__ ___________ (b_>.....,,<6l 

Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-0l) 

To Whom It May Concern, 
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Please accept this preliminary notific .... 1on of a f88eRt health and welfare concern at Emory University (Assurance 
#A3l80-01 ). An incident occurred where a member of a lab used an improperly sterilized needle on two separate study 
animals. The grant associated with this protocol NIH U0I Al 132904-01. This investigation is ongoing and corrective 
actions are still being completed. A final report will be upcoming. 

W. David Martin PhD, CPIA 
Director, Instit utiona l Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
Phone: Cb) (6) 

Email: dwmarti@emory.edu 
Internet: http://www.iacuc.emory.edu/ 

This e-mail message (including any attachments ) is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and rnay contain confidonUal and privileged 
information . If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipien t, you are hereby notified that any disseminatio n, distribution 
or copying of this message (including any attac hments) is strictly 
prohibrted. 

If you have received this message in error. please contact 
the sendt!r by reply e-rnail message and destroy all cop ies of the 
original message (includ ing attachments ). 
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