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FOR US POS'[AL SER VICE DELIVERY· 
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6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 
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November 21, 2019 

Dr. Todd Sherer 

FOR EXPRl;SS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Iru!WlQl.!$: (30 I) 496-7163 
~ = (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3 l 80-0l (OLA W Case SI) 

Interim Vice President for Research Administration 
Emory University 
1599 Clifton Road NE - 4th floor 
Atlanta, GA 30322 

Dear Dr. Sherer, 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 13,2019 
letter reporting a serious deviation from the provisions of the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at Emory University, following up on an initial report on June 20, 2019. According to the 
information provided, OLA W understands that nine lampreys died due to low aeration and water levels. 
The laboratory staff had not been observing the fish daily, the staff had not been checking water levels or 
aeration stones, and there was no husbandry log being kept. 

The corrective actions consisted of directing the laboratory staff to perform daily health checks, to maintain 
a husbandry log, and to have the veterinary staff check the animal room weekly to assess animal welfare 
and ensure that staff is performing their duties. The weekly veterinary checks will end once it is 
determined that all activities are being conducted correctly and animals are in good condition. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLAW understands that measures have been implemented to 
correct and prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the institution to 
comply with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. 

cc: IACUC Contact 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 

(b)(6) 

Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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EMORY 
U NfVERS-!.TY 

Novt:!mberi3, 2019·. 

Brent Mo.fse, OVM 

Institutional Animlil Care and Usci Committee 

Adtiri{t,Dfrecto:r, .Divtslo.n .<if C01J1P.llanc~ 
Qver:sfght<:>ffi~e pf Lal1or~,tdfV.Aflil'lJal ·Wetfare 
tiatlonal lnstlfutes of Health 
RKL 11 :Stiite. 360,.'MSC79B2 
~705 RPcl([edge Drive 
Bethe:s:da, MD. 2.0892 .. 7-9.82 
Rel Emoiv Urilvetsity, Animal. Welfare AS$~rancf #.A3180-0:t 

The J;ilj.~ry U'ilW~IW ll'lstltlltl·on.aJ-Anim~I C~re ancr: f,.I~ co:i:rtroi~ee {IA¢1.JC}J ,j~r.ougJ1:t~e.-.:in~\IJ4do:nal 
Offi~1a1, !s,t;~pqrtihg t_h~ results ~f i'.rt: El'{e~t.-as re:q1.!lre~ ~r,sectlon-IV~. F, 3J{ of the fiiu'J,Jfc f:(~1ir,tt, Serv.ic:c. 
Policy on Flumane--care and ifseofLolior.atory/tnimals•(PHS Pol.it\'1-·A p'nHirnliiaY.y.:'r.e:por;t:w~s 'pfoyJdea:\'.la 
<'mc11l tp yqµ')' ciffi<;.e. c:irjJ!Jni:l;·zp, 2019., Tli [s: (§. fn~ fth~l.r.¢por.~ r~gqr.~tpg the d:e~lh Qf:g l~nipr¢ys /j1.1.e to fpw 
~etatron·a:n.d loW-·W!l'tet)evel~! Th.~-associated NIH,,;funcfed:grant l~ l'flH A~Q.2~'~9!i. · 

Si.WiJtJ.on -and Asses$ment 
·ot.r Mav 4,"toi9, it ..-.,as ~l~e::ove'red·th~t sE:1teral Qft.h¢ l~·rrr_p:rey·Ja'rv;,;d tanl~ ha.di iow-aerafJon <1nd tti,af 
one,tan!c ha.d low water levets. A to.tal of~ ar:ilmals died as :a· r~sult:of thi~ incident .. tfpon Investigation 
oi=.ttfe,situ~tl6n( it was discovered' tirat ~ .!! iab st'affWer:~ not 0.bservtr1ir"tlie·animais:oi:l a d;3(ly basi~, 
tl'.ier~'W~~ no cp)1s1st~nt ~eq ,pJe for clle~l{[gg t~~ ~~·11g~-0Hh~:wa,ter le.v.eJs in the: ta'nks o.r ch~cking 
the aeraHon:stones·and there was no husbani:lryfo_g m-al'ntail'led by .the· tab. 

The corrective actions to. prevent.re.cummces -are de.fi.llled ~s folfows! 

L rb~:iab ,viii ~r(or.m !:1~115' aofmaJ:~~~~ks l.ll~ w.UI d'ocyn'lentc1U,t1,usba,ndtyact{v.itfes,ln •a creat~<;t 
hu\'lbandry0 log book, 

2. Q.-AA.v,~,staft wlll c,h~~k on:th'!:!,anfitJiil room once week\y.1or a,.m.:ontb '\'.,P en.sµre ~ilthusban.d'r.v. 
log~ are beln_g maln'tained bythe :lab and·thaf all-animal's are stable • .Ur;,on d·etermination that 
the tab ls :d.~mentlhg a.II: 1:n.is'b~!i;dry, actw,lt1¢,s anti th.e aolmc:116 cl°r.¢ staple:, v~t s@ff-wi!I 
~ls.~ontil'ilu~ we:eJ(j\rr i.i.i.ifld~; 

The. IACUC, beneve$ Its ln~est;ig~tion of this ·io.i::id~nt w.~s ·t~o:r.glfgh and. t~e, c:prr~.ctlit~ :<1.ctio:ns 
app(oprf<!_te to pr!?ve-r,,t ~ :similar-occurrence: If you .have questions reg~rdlng;_ this lndder:i,,. please 
cohtaclme:or Of: David MattlnJ orrector) IACUC. Office; 

· cite]v., , tJ:. 
(b)(6) 

dcC5nerer,, m~ 
fi;terlro Vlt~ Pi'es.ident for 6e5eat.cl:1. Adtnii1istratlon. 
~i:t\pry Li.nl.ve.r~~V 

Cq: Jeff Bo~~r,lgt)t; V~CUC ttia lr;:AAALAt 
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD ) [E] 

From: 
Sent: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/O D) 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 7:59 AM 

(b)( 6) To: 
Cc: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Subject: RE: Final Not ification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

Thank you for these reports, (b)(6) We will respond soon. ----
Axel Wolff, M .S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 12:59 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Com liance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
~: 00~ 

Subject: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180 -01) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept these final reports of a 1.) improper toe clipping of mice and protocol violation , 2.) death of lampreys due to 
low tank water and aeration, and 3.) use of the same sterile needle on two separate animals at Emory University 
(Assurance #A3l 80-0 1 ). lfthere are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Be~~-------. «-,c= (b)(6) 

This e-mail message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
information. If the reader of this message Is not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disseminat ion, distribution 
or copying of this message (including any auachments) is strictly 
prohibited. 

tr you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender by reply e-mail message and destroy alt copies of tile 
original message (includ ing altachments). 

1 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) IE] 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Friday, June 21, 2019 8:42 AM 

____ (b_~_<6)_OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Martin , W David 
RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-0f) 

Thank you for providing this preli minary report Dr. Martin. We will open a case file and await further informat ion. 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Directo r 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institut es of Health 

Best regards, Brent Morse 

Please note that t his message and any of its attachment s are intend ed for the named recipient(s) only and may contain 
confidential, protected or privileged information that should not be distribut ed to unauthorized individua ls. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact t he sender. 

From: (b) (6) 

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 11:00 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: Martin, W David <dwmarti@emory.edu>; (b)(6) 
Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept this preliminary notificat ion of a lamprey health and welfare concern at Emory University (Assurance 
#A3 l 80-0 I). An incident occurred where due to low aeration and low water in the lamprey larval tanks, 9 animals 
died. The NilI grants associated with this protocol are 5U0ICA19982-03, 1R43GM133296 -01, 5R01AI72435-6, R35 
GM122591-01 and SU0ICA 19982-03. This investigation is ongoing and corrective actions are still being completed. A 
final report will be upcoming. 

W. David Mart in PhD, CPIA 
Directo r, Inst itutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
Phone: (b)(6) 

Email: dwmar ti@emo ry.edu 
Internet : http ://www.iacuc .emory.edu/ 

This o-mail message (including any attacllmo nts) is for the sole use of 
the intended recip ient(s) and may contain confidenti al and privileged 
informat ion. If the reader of this rnessage is not the intended 
recipient , you are hereby notified that :rny dissemination , distribut ion 
or copying of this message (includ ing any attachme nts) is strictly 
prohibited 

It you have received this mensage in eno r. ple,ise contac t 
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