
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DEUVllRY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 
Home l'!l&Jl: http: / /grant s.nih.gov/grants/ olaw/olaw.htm 

November 21, 2019 

Dr. Todd Sherer 
Interim Vice President for Research Administration 
Emory University 
1599 Clifton Road NE - 4th floor 
Atlanta, GA 30322 

Dear Dr. Sherer, 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEAL TH 

EQR EXPRE™: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
67008 Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
~: (301) 496-7163 
Iawni!!; : (30 I) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A3180-0l (OLAW Case SJ) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your November 13, 2019 
letter reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at Emory University, following up on an initial report on June 20, 2019. According to the 
information provided, OLA W understands that 13 mice were subjected to toe clipping although this had 
not been described in the protocol. Furthermore, the procedure had not been perfonned correctly. 

The corrective actions consisted of euthanizing the mice, counseling the laboratory staff on the requirement 
for only perfonning approved animal procedures , counseling the laboratory staff on genotyping methods, 
and retraining the staff. 

Based on its assessment of this explanation, OLA W understands that measure s have been implemented to 
prevent recurrence of this problem. OLA W concurs with the actions taken by the institution to comply 
with the PHS Policy. 

cc: IACUC Contact 

Sincerely, 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director 

(b)(6) 

Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
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E:MORY 
U .N 1 V E RS t T J 

Nolieinber"181 2019 

Br.eht fvl()i'se. DVM 
Act111g o.·1re,cror; [)iv{§ron o:f Go~pITanc~ 
Qyersight Offlte oflabor-atory .i\nlmal:Welfa.re: 
N"atio.nal tnst1tutes of Mealtti 
~i<t_i; ·su1w ~~o, rvt~ 79.82 
.67-0.5 R~kledg~ briV.e. 
'Befhe~d~" MO 20892,;.7•982. 
8.~\ &rctory, VrtlV~l?ity •. Mlr;nal W~lfare A~surantec#A34$P-d ·. 

Dear Dr.. Morsel 

Thetr.rtoty Uni\/¢r~)ty in~•~tlo:nal Ant ma I Oli:e and lJse Committee: (JACOC),;t,hrough the 1:nstifu-tlona{ 
bffitlal, is rep.ortin_g_the. results:otan e'lent a.s re.quired l:iy section. IV.,. F/3:q t1fthe fl.ibliff;{iu1ith Si?ivice 
F1oil.f;y 0.11 f.ftim<lne <;ai:e;at1ll/Se-bjL1ibora.tatJ1.A.hfm.~i& (~HS £:>qiky), A pre)tr.mnarv re:portwas ~rovlcfed vlc\ 
emali to.~oµr_offfoe on,-fol)e 2Qj.i0:!9. this is-the 'final report·regarding-m"lc.e being. imp~oper.ly·toe eRpped. 
Tue,associated, NrH~fuoded..grartt Is NIH AGOa~9.S. · · · · · 

Slt1,t;1tl.011 a\'ld M$~Srne11t 

,on Jone 7, 201-s an, fr'iddEiiitt'octur:r.ed wliere ~ iab member irn1:i"tqperlY::toe,c·1ipp:ea n .:mlce: andtt.vt.;is. 
Jur,~h~r,d;~ve.re1;fth;i.t thf$·prqce.<;tu.~ W.a$.pot:a-pproved on the prptqc,o_L The'.la.b d.e.ciqed ~9 eu.thaniz~ 
·the n1ic-t;. 

·ine>cQ.rr'e¢tl'v~ act.tor,s t~: p_r:13yent ·re~rr~c .~.$ a~tlet?!Jed:~sfol_k>w~: 

i. The Jab·was.coacihed ·bi D'A'R:vet staff a.boot vari6.Lis _gen6fyi:>in.1fmethotls and'tbefr restrlctlj:ms
~rio that anJV ~ri.P,l:oyeq r:n~thA4s wtt~ In th.e p.rqtp~91:J:P.h be. lmpl~menteir on.:anJrr,ials; 

2. lab. personnel has·been retrafheif by. DAR:trainers. 

,:'!,e. IA.C!).C :belfeve§ li_s. lnvest1gi't1;1on of ffirs indilent was· 'lhor.oagh end the ·corredive actions. 
appropr.iate 'ta, prevent-a similar-~ccurren<;e, If y.qi.J h{lve questi¢.n~ :regarding '.tni$ .irtc,ld~nt~:pJ~;i.$i;l 
~aotacnne 9r"Or, ~vlf M.artin; Qir~c.tor; IAeOc bffice, . . .. 

TqdiJ-~-~~rer., PhP ..,. 
lryterim Vice· Pl'esldent far Rasearlih-Admii'iistr.ation 
,E'maty1Jtif.versfty-

C:c; Jeff. l}~fatrlght, IACUC Cha1r. 'MA.LA<:., 

f 
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Wolff, Axel (NIH/OD) [El 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Wednesda , November 20, 2019 7:59 AM 

(b)(6) 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
RE: Final Notification Emory University (Assurance #A3 180-01) 

Thank you for these reports,.,__ __ Cb>_~_,6l We will respond soon. 

Axel Wolff, M.S., D.V.M. 
Deputy Director, OLAW 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 12:59 PM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) <olawdco@od.nih.gov> 
Cc: Cb) (6) 

Subject: Final Not ification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Please accept these final reports of a I.) improper toe clipping of mice and protocol violation, 2.) death of lampreys due to 
low tank water and aeration, and 3.) use of the same sterile needle on two separate animals at Emory University 
(Assurance #A3 l 80-0l). If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Best 
(b)(6) 

This e-mail message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged 
information. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient , you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution 
or copy ing of this message (includ ing any attachments) ,s strictly 
prohibited. 

If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender by reply e ,nail message and destroy all copies of the 
original message (including attachments), 
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Morse, Brent (NIH/OD) [E] 

From: 
Sent : 

OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) 
Frida , June 21, 2019 8:43 AM 

To: (b)(6)0LAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD) ------Cc: Martin, W David 
Subject: RE: Preliminary Notification Emory University (Assurance #A--S180-Ql) 

Thank you for providing t his prel iminary report Dr. Martin. We w ill open a case file and await further informat ion. 

Brent C. Morse, DVM, DACLAM 
Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Inst itutes of Health 

Best regards, Brent Morse 

Please note that th is message and any of its attach ment s are intended for the named recipient(s) only and may conta in 
confident ial, protected or priv ileged information that should not be distributed to unauthorized individuals. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender. 

From: Cb) (6) 

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 11:09 AM 
To: OLAW Division of Compliance Oversight (NIH/OD <olawdco@od.nih.gov> ·--, ....,..,.= 
Cc: Martin , W David <dwmarti@emory.edu>; (b)(6) 
Subject: RE: Preliminary Not ification Emory University (Assurance #A3180-01) 

To Whom It May Concern , 

Please accept this preliminary notification of a rodent health and welfare concern at Emory University (Assurance 
#A3 l 80-0 I) . An incident occurred where a lab member performed unapproved and improper genotyping on 13 
mice. The NIH grant associated with this protocol is AG023695. Thi s investigat ion is ongoing and corrective actions are 
still being completed. A final report will be upcoming. 

W. David Martin PhD, CPIA 
Director, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) 
Phone: Cb) <6l 

Email: dwmarti@emory.edu 
Internet: http://www.iacuc.emo ry.edu/ 

Tll is e-mail message (includi ng any c1ttact1ments) is for the S(lle use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain con fidential and privileged 
information. If the rea<for of this mess age is not the intc1nded 
recipien t. you are here by notified that any dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this message (including any attachments) ls strictly 
prohibited . 

If you have received this messc1ge in error. please contac t 
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