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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
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FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive - MSC 7982 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-7982 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm 

December 5, 2017 

Dr. Paul R. Sanberg 
Senior Vice President for Research, 
Innovation and Economic Development 
University of South Florida - Tampa 
3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 175 
Tampa, FL 33612-9444 

Dear Dr. Sanberg, 

FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

Rockledge One, Suite 360 
6705 Rockledge Drive 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Telephone: (301) 496-7163 
Facsimile: (301) 402-7065 

Re: Animal Welfare Assurance 
#A4100-0l (OLAW Case lX) 

The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) acknowledges receipt of your October 16, 2017 letter 
reporting an adverse event at the University of South Florida, following up on an initial telephone notification 
on October 3, 2017. According to the information provided OLA W understands that the beach front biological 
field station, Florida Keys Marine Laboratories (FKML), was uninhabitable and aquatic species were lost as a 
result of the storm surge from Hurricane Irma during the period of September 9-September 11, 2017. A 
mandatory evacuation was issued during the week of September 4, 2017 and personnel was not allowed access 

to the FKML until September 29, 201 7. It was identified upon entry back into the facility that a total offifteen 

fish including one Black Grouper Mycteroperca bonaci, six Snapper Lutjanidae and six Parrotfish Scaridae 
from the shallows tanks and one Red Lionfish Pterois Volitans from the tide pool were lost in the storm surge. 
The animal activity in question was not PHS supported. 

A schedule to repair and reconstruct the FKML field station and provide the resources for marine care and use 

has been established and OLA W will be notified once the FKML field station becomes fully operational and is 

capable of resuming federally sponsored research. 

The establishment and application of policies and practices that are consistent with the provisions of the PHS 

Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals at the University of South Florida are commendable 
and avoid the perception of a double standard. We appreciate having been informed about this matter and find 

no cause for further action by this Office 

cc: IACUC Chair 

Sincerely, 

Neera V. Gopee, DVM, PhD, DACLAM, DABT 

Animal Welfare Program Specialist 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

O
b

ta
in

ed
b

y
R

is
e

fo
r

A
n

im
al

s.
U

p
lo

ad
ed

07
/1

0/
20

20



telephone #

October 16, 2017 

Brent Morse, D.V.M., Acting Director 
Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 
National Institutes of Health 
Rockledge 1, Suite 360, MSC 7982 
6705 Rockledge Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20892-7982 

Dear Dr. Morse: 

UNIVERSITY OF 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

1 'he ofocrsity of South Florida (USF) in accordance with Assurance D16-00589 and PHS Policy IV.F.3, 
provides this report of a natural disaster originally reported by telephone to the Office of Laboratory Animal 
Welfare (OLAW) on October 2, 2017. 

During the week of September 4, 2017, as Hurricane Iona approached the Florida Keys a mandato1y 
evacuation was issued affecting Long Key and the Fl01·idit Keys Marine Laboratory (PKML), a beachfront 
marine biological field station located 68 miles from Key Wes and ope..catcd by the Florida Institut of 
Oceanography, an affiliated institution of USF. 

Although no federally supported research activities were being conducted at the FKML field station during 
this natural disaster, fifteen (15) fish were housed on behalf of the educational mission of the FKML under 
IACUC protocol 2441 entitled "Florida Keys Marine Laboratory - Aquatic Displays", including, in the 
shallows tank, one Black Grouper Mycteroperca bonaci, six Snapper Lutjanidae, and six Parrotfish Scaridae, 
and in the tide pool, one Red Lionfish Pterois Volitans. 

Hun:icai1e ltma passed over the FKML field station from Saturday, Sept mber 9, d1toogh Mond.'l)1
, 

September 11, 2017. On September 29, 2017, FKML personnel were again permitted access to Long I cy and 
the FKML. The FKML buildings were determined to be uninhabitable, and the tide pool and shallows tanks 
and contents discovered to have been lost in the storm surge. 

A schedule to repair and reconstruct th PI<ML field station and its .resources for marine animal care and use 
is being developed. When Lhe FKML fie.Id station becomes frilly operational again and capable of hosting 
federally sponsored .cesearch, llll addendum to this report will be provided. 

The University f South f71ocida is commiued to protecting the welfare of animals used in research and 
appreciates the guidance and assistance provided by OLA Win this regard. Should you have any questions 
regarding this report, please contact Dr. Jay Dean, IACUC Chair, a�._ _____ ...Jpr via email at 
jdean@health.usf.edu. 

USF RESEARCH & INNOVATION • OFFICE OF THE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
University of South Florida • 3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165 • Tampa, FL 33612-9445 

(813) 974-5570 • Fax (813) 974-4962 • www.research.usf.edu 
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Brent Morse, D. V.M. 
October 16, 2017 
Page 2 of2 

PRS:fim 

cc: AAALAC Intemational 
Patricia Brown, V.M.D., MS., Director, OLA W 
a Dean, Ph.D., Chairperson, USF IACUC 

enior Associate Vice President, Research and Innovation 
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.D., Assistant Vice President, Comparative Medicine 

ssociate Director, Comparative Medicine 
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=::J:===.; Assistant Director, Comparative Medicine 
1.tec or, Comparative Medicine 

ssistant Director, Comparative Medicine 
F==============::f-=

=7 ssistant Director, Comparative Medicine 
ssistant Director, Comparative Medicine 

or e Compliance 
IACUC Program Coordinator, USP Research Integrity & Compliance 
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